Australian Left Review No.45 October 1974 by unknown

4USTR4LMN LEFT REI'IEH'
IN THIS IS S U E ............
Brian Aarons continues his discussion of 
the principles of socialist strategy in 
current conditions of capitalist crisis, 
especially in reference to  the Labor Party 
and the dilemmas of those within it proc­
laiming adherence to  socialism.
Paul Nursey-Bray analyses the background 
o f Portuguese colonialism in Africa, and 
the causes and effects of the winning of 
independence by these colonies, particul­
arly in relation to  the general struggle 
against imperialist oppression in Africa 
and the South African racist regime.
Jean Chesneaux, marxist, Professor of 
History at the Sorbonne and em inent 
writer on Asia, discusses the class nature 
of the ecology movement which cont­
inues to  arouse debate within the left.
Varying opinions on the literary and pol­
itical merits of Solzhenitsyn’s book ‘The 
Gulag Archipelago’ continue to  be exp­
ressed. Roy Medvedev, a com m unist and 
outspoken critic of repression in the 
Soviet Union makes a particularly per­
ceptive and well-informed analysis.
Detente between the superpowers and 
the attitude o f the left to  be adopted to 
it continues to  raise controversy. Al­
though it first appeared over tw o years 
ago, an editorial from the Vietnamese 
Communist paper Nhan Dan remains 
a very im portant contribution to  the 
subject.
Alastair Davidson, specialist in the study 
of Gramsci, writes on the background 
of the rise of the factory councils in 
Italy after the First World War, and 
Gramsci’s attitude to  them.
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Dnan aarons
A rising tide o f  workers’ struggles, threats 
o f a “rural revolution” against the cities, un­
ions and Labor governm ent, talk o f  form at­
ion o f right-wing vigilante and paramilitary 
groups, an incessant campaign against wage 
rises, unions and the left in the capitalist 
media, and a disoriented Labor government. 
This is the situation in Australia, but not here 
alone. A ll over the capitalist world, the long  
post-war years o f  expansion, boom , and rel­
ative stability are over. The system  has ent­
ered a new period o f  instability which will 
have its ups and downs, but will be long­
term. Already the crisis is threatening to  
topple governm ents and is even upsetting  
the normal workings o f  bourgeois “ dem oc­
racy”.
At no tim e since the depression has the 
capitalist system  globally been in such 
trouble as now . The econom ic crisis to  
which m any factors contribute, is marked 
above all by a rise in the power o f  m ulti­
national and national corporations from  
whose econom ic strength and behaviour 
inflation largely stem s, and by the higher 
prices o f  raw materials, particularly oil, 
as more and m ore third-world suppliers 
assert rights. But the econom ic is not the 
only objective crisis facing the system  nor 
the on ly  problem  exercising people’s minds. 
There are also the ecology/environm ent/ 
resources crisis and growing discontent be­
cause o f it; the crisis o f  pow er relations and 
authority in all social institutions; the crisis
3
o f  traditional inter-personal relations ex ­
pressed particularly but not on ly  by the 
w om en ’s liberation m ovem ent, and the cri­
sis o f  ideo logy and values o f the w h ole social 
system  which capitalism has constructed  
around the profit m otive. N one o f  these are 
y et acute, but all are developing, perm anent 
and poten tia lly  explosive.
Thus, the objective contradictions o f  
capitalism , maturing slow ly and in new  ways 
during the period o f post-war expansion, 
are once m ore asserting them selves. Once 
again, capitalist social developm ent will be 
marked by sharp conflict o f social and p olit­
ical forces expressing the strivings o f  con ­
tending classes and interest groups.
Particularly noticeable is the sudden mass 
loss o f  confidence and feeling o f  security so 
im portant to  the normal workings o f  any 
social system  and the continued hegem ony  
o f  its ruling class. This is despite continued  
“prosperity", low  levels o f  unem ploym ent 
com pared w ith pre-war years (before, during 
and after the depression) and, so far at any 
rate, continued if  slower econom ic growth. 
Uncertainty even extends to som e ruling 
class circles, and especially to  som e reformist 
circles -  w itness the deep pessim ism  o f  Willy 
Brandt about the future o f  the West in the 
few  m onths before his resignation as West 
German Chancellor.
The continued decline o f Britain, oldest 
and weakest major capitalist power, contin ­
ues apace. O bjectively, it is a weak link in 
the global system ; subjectively, the socialist 
forces are still weak although growing. The 
m ost significant event so far in the social 
and political crisis o f  British capitalism  has 
been the “ GB 7 5 ” affair. The revelation o f  
a plan to  counter a large, or general, strike 
by an ex-C olonel o f  the Special Air Services, 
and involving top  business executives, shows 
that the system ’s defenders are m obilising to  
m eet the social and political threats which  
m ay arise from  the developing crisis. While 
this rightist m obilisation should not be ex ­
aggerated (and it is possible that there is 
an elem ent o f  scare tactic in media public­
ity  about it) nor should it be underestim ated.
Western Europe is striving desperately to  
save itself by even closer econom ic and p ol­
itical integration, with the leaders o f  the 
tw o m ost pow erful nations, France and 
West Germany, leading the way in seeking 
to  hammer ou t a “ plan” which will over­
com e the h ostility  and com p etition  o f  the 
various national-capital groupings. West 
Germany has emerged as the leading force 
in Western Europe, and also as the most 
stable and m ost viable o f  the western cap­
italist grouping, at least for the m om ent 
inflation is low , reserves and exports are 
high, the econom y sound and the working 
class well-integrated.
The Americans, despite huge investm ents 
in Europe, are “ out in the co ld ” and anyway 
have their ow n preoccupations with internal 
econom ic and political problem s in the post- 
N ixon era and pressing problem s o f  empire 
and police-beat in the various trouble spots 
o f  the third world. One o f  President Ford’s 
major tasks will be to  re-establish the links 
with Europe and Japan w ith the same old  
American dom ination within the imperial­
ist “fam ily” -  a d ifficult task given the 
decline in both  actual and realisable US 
power relative to  Japan and Western Europe.
Watergate reflected a crisis o f  confidence, 
direction and unity w ithin the US ruling 
class. It could not have taken place in the 
pre-Vietnam era when the system  was fun­
ctioning “ norm ally” -  the ruling class 
w ould have been able to  cover up and 
w ould have done so. But Watergate did 
fo llow  the V ietnam  debacle, and in at least 
one sense N ixon joins Johnson as a casualty 
o f V ietnam ’s heroic struggle and its echos 
among the American people. (It is not sur­
prising that the Pentagon Papers affair 
should have intruded into Watergate via 
the sordid raid on the o ffice  o f  Ellsberg’s 
psychiatrist. The workings o f  capitalist 
power structures exposed by the Pentagon  
Papers provided a “ m odel” for the journal­
istic investigation o f  Watergate.)
All left com m entators have pointed to  
the unfortunate fact that the absence o f  an 
effective mass left force m eant that the 
Watergate crisis was w ithin the ruling class 
and not m atched by a sifnilar crisis for that 
class. This dem onstrates once again the d iff­
erence betw een “ objective” and “ subjective”
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aspects o f  the social process and betw een  
“ objective” and “ subjective' crises. The syst­
em can have all the objective troubles and 
crises in the world, but these are not inevit­
ably reflected in the m inds o f the people, 
and if  they are not there will be no revolut­
ionary developm ent.
Then there is the growth in w ealth and 
power o f  the Arab oil producers, w ith the 
m ulti-nationals lurking in the background. 
There is a com plete reversal in the current 
account reserves situation betw een these 
nations and the advanced capitalist world, 
while Kuwait and Iran have becom e the arb­
iters o f Britain’s im m ediate fate and are 
rapidly gaining an im portant econom ic hold  
on its future via a share in the North Sea oil. 
The world m onetary system  has been dis­
located b y  massive flow s o f  reserves to  the 
oil producers and aw ay from  the industrial 
nations, and this could  even bring down, or 
make a farce of, the w hole system .
Internationally and nationally, bourgeois 
politicians are desperately seeking to resolve 
the above problem s and find a new  equilib­
rium for the system . However, the problems 
stem  m ore chan ever from  the system  as a 
w hole, that is, from  the tota lity  o f  social 
relations. Y et they seek solutions w ithin the 
system  and to  preserve it, thus guaranteeing 
that the “ solu tions” will at best be tem por­
ary, partial and patchy. Increasingly, it is the 
whole system  which needs “ doctoring”.
This root o f  the crisis in the very nature 
o f  the system , and the consequent inability 
o f those w h o insist on working within it to  
find perm anent solutions, together ensure 
that the crisis will be enduring and “insol­
uble”, Certainly, there will be temporary 
recoveries, perhaps even transitory equilib- 
period will be instability and continuing  
crisis, varying only in intensity and scope.
It is possible that at som e future date a 
new point o f  stability and expansion simil­
ar to  the post-war years will be found. This 
is unlikely, if  only because o f  the ecology/re­
sources crisis which on  m ost analyses will 
com e to  a head som e tim e around the end 
o f the century. In any case, the m ost likely 
form  o f  a new  equilibrium  w ould be “ corp­
orate fascism ” -  outright dom ination o f
the m ulti-nationals via authoritarian rule 
or fascism . Hardly “ stability".
In Australia, as in m ost other capitalist 
states, working class and mass consciousness 
lags behind objective developm ents. Despite 
loss o f  confidence in the system , reformist 
thinking and solutions still dom inate work­
ers’ m inds. Individual solutions rather than 
class and social solutions are the m ost pop­
ular -  indeed the econom ic m ilitancy o f  
m any workers is based on a realisation that 
those w ho fight hardest get the biggest slice 
o f cake. U nfortunately, this tactical truth 
is seen more from  within the structures and 
values o f  the capitalist system  than from  an 
alternative, socialist perspective.
The key to  the outcom e o f  capitalism ’s 
difficu lties will be the role o f  the working 
class and other oppressed strata. Whether 
these together can develop a socialist con­
sciousness, see the need to overthrow the 
system  and be prepared to take decisive act­
ion towards these ends, or whether they will 
remain trapped w ithin  the system ’s struct­
ures, ideas and values will decide the future 
course o f  events. Political passivity and con ­
tinued hegem ony o f  capitalist ideas and 
further decline o f  human society  or com bat- 
ivity around a clear alternative program for 
socialism  -  this is the basic choice confront­
ing workers and all those w hose real inter­
ests lie in the system ’s overthrow. Which 
choice they make will largely determ ine 
the future o f Western society.
With this in m ind it is instructive to ex ­
amine the policies and actions o f  the Labor 
governm ent and o f  the various groupings 
and tendencies w ithin it and the labor m ove­
m ent as a w hole. For if it is true that in the 
long term  the choice o f  the working class 
will be a key factor, it is also true that the 
clash o f  policies, programs and ideologies 
within the political and industrial leader­
ship o f the labor m ovem ent is the key to  
im m ediate events.
The bourgeoisie is well aware o f  this 
and the capitalist media have been a study  
as they conduct a ceaseless and well-directed  
campaign against the unions, the l e f t , and 
the left in the governm ent. Editorial after
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editorial in recent weeks, while in m ost cases 
being designed to undermine Labor's credib­
ility  and prepare the way for the return o f  
Liberal-Country Party rule (the possible ex­
ception  being ‘The Australian’), also hedge 
the bourgeoisie’s bets by seeking to  pressure 
the governm ent further to the right and to  
adopt a full-blooded, openly pro-capitalist, 
course. Heaps o f advice are given to  the 
governm ent as a whole, but there are also 
special and open appeals to  the right, and 
m ost pointedly to Whitlam. They fear the 
recent rise o f Cairns (due to his superiority 
over Whitlam in econom ic m a tters) -  but 
th ey  d on ’t fear Cairns all that m uch. He is 
not vilified nearly so much as when he was 
out o f  pow er and leading Moratorium mar­
ches in Bourke Street, and is even quite pop­
ular in som e business circles. In exam ining  
the reasons for this, and in analysing the 
p olicy  clashes within the labor m ovem ent 
it is useful to  look at the evolution o f  Cairns 
and the dilemmas he faces in the present 
situation.
It w ould be easy to take Gough Whitlam  
as the mark for an analysis o f  the ideology  
and policies o f  reformism. Yet W hitlam’s 
stand and policies are no surprise - - the best 
that could ever be said for him  is that he has 
an enlightened view and takes a liberal stand 
on som e social questions such as abortion and 
hom osexuality. He has always been the per­
fect centre-right, technocratic reform ist, for 
w h om  the exercise o f  pow er w ithin  the sys­
tem  (and the attainm ent o f  lim ited ends) is 
the main aim in life. A revealing remark o f  
his (published about tw o years ago in ‘Nation  
R eview ’) to  the chief GMH E xecutive was to  
the effect that the trouble with people like 
Laurie Carmichael was that th ey  could never 
“ make it” higher up the system ’s ladder (and 
so could not be tamed and integrated). That 
people m ight have quite other aims in life  
besides self-advancem ent appears strange to  
such a perfect “ politician” as Whitlam. In a 
real crunch, there is little doubt about which  
w ay Whitlam would go. He has not yet per­
sonally indulged in “ union bashing” but his 
setting up o f  Egerton to  do so shows his in­
clination.
Much more revealing o f the plight o f  sin­
cere and honest reformism in the face o f  the
system ’s problem s is the evolution and pres­
ent stance o f  Jim Cairns. In the m id-sixties he 
was a critic o f  the perform ance o f  the first 
Wilson Labor governm ent in Britain and 
said he hoped a future ALP government 
would not take the same course. Despite 
this he now  finds him self in a very similar 
position to that o f  W ilson’s earlier govern­
m ent -  and every day finds him closer to  
responding in the same w ay that Wilson’s 
and other reform ist governm ents did and do..
Events and the logic o f  the system  have 
overtaken Cairns, just as they have m ost o f  
the governm ent members. The heady days 
o f the first few  m onths follow ing Labor’s 
election in Decem ber 197 2  are over. The 
reforming and renovating work on the social 
shambles left by tw entythree years o f Lib­
eral rule has now  run in to  a basic obstacle: 
the workings o f  the capitalist econom y. In 
early 1973  it was easy to  adopt a “radical” 
and liberal posture, and set out to  right the 
wrongs left over from  the era o f  conservative 
dom ination. But in 1974  the room  for man­
oeuvre has been drastically reduced by prob­
lems which are virtually outside government 
control, since they lie basically in the econ­
om ic system . And the possib ility  o f wors­
ening crisis, and o f  a political crisis arising 
out o f  the econom ic and social ones, threat­
ens to cut the manoeuvre space even further.
Basic choices have to  be made. The int­
erests o f  business and workers cannot be so 
easily “harm onised” as a >ear ago, when  
both profits and real wages were rising. Pol­
icies now  have to favour one or the other.
And the sad fact is that Cairns, despite mis­
givings and reluctance, seem s to  be follow ing  
in the footstep s o f  Whitlam, Cameron and 
Crean: rather than take a stand against big 
business and profits, they join or fail to  
com bat the media campaign that “ wage 
rises cause inflation".
In recent weeks, Cairns has made a numb­
er o f  speeches to business leaders, stockhold­
ers and econom ists which reflect an almost 
com plete acceptance o f the fram ework set 
by the system  and consequently he is red­
uced to the measures which are “possible” .
Speaking to  “ business and financial 
leaders” in Sydney on August 26 , he said
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that “workers must accept wage restraints 
because fast-rising incom es were now  the 
key factor in in flation”. ( ‘The Australian’, 
August 27). Further: “ U nions have to  
understand that advances beyond certain 
points in incom es can on ly  be achieved 
at the expense o f  their fellow -unionists  
and the old, weak and defenceless p eo p le .” 
It is doubtful whether Cairns has any 
proof o f  the first statem ent -  indeed the 
advice he reportedly received from  Charles 
Levinson, secretary-general o f  the Inter­
national Federation o f  Chemical and 
General Workers’ Union, was that “modern 
inflation is a virus carried by the m ulti­
national corporations” . It w ould be inter­
esting to  see whether Cairns could pro­
duce evidence showing that the division  
o f wealth betw een capital and labor had 
altered in the latter’s favour -  which one 
would expect were his contention  true.
But in any case, his second statem ent 
shows that Cairns accepts the existing  
division o f  wealth. Unions can on ly  ach­
ieve gains at the expense o f  other workers 
and exp loited  people -  there is no thought 
given to  the possibility that living condit­
ions o f all workers could be improved at 
the expense o f  profits. One need only  
take the profits o f R oyal Dutch Shell -  
$250  m illion in the first three m onths o f  
o f  1974! -- to  see the possibilities. Yet 
Cairns, although he speaks o f  the m ulti­
national and national corporations in 
other contexts, has virtually never m ent­
ioned their soaring profits.
Moreover, Cairns is com ing close to  a 
laissez-faire, pluralist solution to the prob­
lems. In his speeches, pow erful unions are 
compared to  pow erful m ulti-nationals and 
both apportioned “ blam e” for inflation.
In his August 26  address, he said that he 
didn’t want the governm ent “ to inter­
vene in the system  any more than necess­
ary”. He hadn’t wanted governm ents to  
intervene against dem onstrations about 
Vietnam, and now  he didn’t want inter­
vention “against unions or business” .
Apart from  the false parallel betw een  
dem onstrations (a dem ocratic right) and 
the substantial workings o f  the system  
which clearly need and warrant planning
and “intervention” , this remark (repeat­
ed in different form  in later speeches) 
shows tw o things: an acceptance o f  bus­
iness as a legitim ate “ interest group”, an 
equation o f  business with unions, and an 
alm ost utopian wish for a return to  laiss­
ez-faire market conditions where problem s 
were solved by the interplay o f  interest 
groupings and "m arket” forces.
Y et Cairns is n o t unaware that the syst­
em is the basic cause o f inflation and 
other problems. In the above-quoted add­
ress he spoke o f this and said there was a 
need to reshape the system, but that this 
cou ld n ’t be done because o f resistance and 
conservatism  in the com m unity. And here 
lies the basic explanation for Cairns’ p o lic­
ies and behaviour. Although retaining gen­
uine socialist ideals, he cannot even see 
the way clear to substantially reshaping 
the existing system , let alcne attaining 
socialism. Therefore, his response is to  
work to  achieve what he can from within, 
no m atter how  lim ited these achievem ents  
m ight be.
This is m ost clearly expressed in his 
further interview with ‘Digger’ (No. 36). 
Speaking o f unions that criticise the gov­
ernm ent and d on ’t accept the present 
distribution o f incom e, he says: “I’m talk­
ing in term s o f simple econom ic facts.
You can ’t change the distribution o f  inc­
om e so that it will im pose conditions  
on GM or BHP that they w o n ’t accept.
They will close dow n or reduce activities 
and put people off, and we can’t have 
unem ploym ent. We w ill go out if we have 
unem ploym ent. The point is that I ’m not 
just saying that wage increases o f  25  per 
cent a year can spill over into inflation.
I am also saying that they can cause unem ­
ploym ent .......it w o n ’t be GM or BHP that
will lose the next election, it will be us.....
Well, m aybe it d oesn ’t matter that much. 
What I am pointing out is the consequences, 
whatever one thinks o f  them .”
This reflects both  Cairns’ understanding 
o f  the dom inance o f  capital and the profit 
rate in the workings o f  capitalist society, 
and his blindness and capitulation to the 
interests and pow er involved. Blindness
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because, in fact we have unem ploym ent  
now  which can lead to the governm ent’s 
defeat. Capitulation to  the dem ands and 
needs o f  capital will neither save the gov­
ernm ent nor serve the workers it claims 
to  represent.
The fundam ental problem  is therefore 
one o f  general outlook  and strategic or­
ientation. And indeed the general ideas 
and principles governing Cairns’ specific  
policies and behaviour may be found in 
his general writings on society -- specific­
ally in “ The Quiet R evolution” . In this he 
puts forward in various places an alm ost 
classic rationalisation and justification  for 
the reform ist approach to  social change. 
Many o f  the analyses and ideas put for­
ward in this book would be agreed to  by 
revolutionary socialists -  indeed they are 
not particularly original, m ost being basic 
to  socialist and/or new  left thought. Per­
haps the only real surprise is that som eone  
so high in the ALP should put them  for­
ward -  a credit to  Cairns’ integrity and 
beliefs. However, the flaw in his w hole  
theory o f social change and consequent 
political strategy emerges when he says 
on the second last page o f  the book:
“ Those w ho seek pow er in capital­
ism today, by whatever means, are 
lim ited to  what the working class 
the people, will accept. Starting 
from  there the first concern m ust 
be to  obtain pow er wherever it 
can be got, but to  work all the 
tim e to advance the people to  a 
higher stage o f  understanding 
and participation in econom ic, 
social and political life. It is only  
by actual participation that real 
pow er can be obtained by the 
p eop le .”
This thought is repeated in m ore co n ­
crete form  in an interview Cairns gave to  
‘Digger’ (N o. 32) soon after being elected  
D eputy Prime Minister:
“Well, I d on ’t want to see the recent 
Australian governm ent tackle more 
than it can effectively politically  
digest. And I think that we have to  
do a lo t o f education, education o f  
public opinion, before we can digest
much m ore than the present p osit­
ion the Prime Minister has tak en .”
(on  US military bases in Australia).
And further on:
“ I d o n ’t think a governm ent can 
ever get very far ahead o f  the
m a sses ......... ”
No serious socialist could disagree that 
it is necessary to win the m ajority o f  people 
to socialist ideas before the pow er o f  cap­
italism can be broken, to  “ed u cate” them  
and involve them  in experiences which  
will help them  change. Nor w ould  revol­
utionary socialists believe that small elite 
groups or governm ent can achieve change 
“ahead” o f  the masses.
Nor should they overestim ate the level 
o f working class consciousness nor under­
estim ate the difficu lties o f  changes, esp­
ecially in a country like Australia.
But what IS wrong is the conclusion  
Cairns draws from  these general truths, 
the way he puts the issues and his whole 
conception  o f  the way social change occurs.
Essentially, Cairns puts forward a grad­
ualist and determ inist view  w hich treats 
mass opinion as a slow ly changing entity  
w ith “laws o f  evo lu tion ” all its ow n, virt­
ually im m une to outside influences. There 
is little consideration o f  the role o f  
conscious socialist forces w ho can utilise 
social conditions to win people to a 
radically different world view. The soc­
ialists are from  the very start “ lim ited to  
what the working class, the people, will 
accept”.
Cairns goes even further in his determ ­
inism, subscribing to a technological d et­
erminist view:
“ The working class, the peop le, are o f  
decisive im portance in the struggle 
for a better society and against a bad 
one. But it is o f equal im portance to  
realise that results depend upon the 
actual conditions o f  life, and these 
conditions are changed m ainly by tech­
nical developm ent. Technical change 
is now  producing a new typ e o f  
people -  humane, non-violent, rad­
ical and ‘cultured’.” (“The Quiet 
R evolution” , p. 170).
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N o marxist w ould deny the im portance 
o f  the “ actual conditions o f  life" in shap­
ing consciousness, nor the im portant role 
o f  technical change in altering these cond­
itions. But the sum total o f  Cairns' above 
statem ents adds up to a view which dow n ­
grades the role o f the “ conscious elem en t” 
in social change -  the role o f  political 
actors w ith a world view  and the willing­
ness to  fight for it. In an analysis typical 
o f  reform ist determ inism , Cairns sees 
the political actors as circum scribed by 
what the mass o f peop le are “ready” for, 
and that what they will “accep t” is in 
turn determ ined by “actual conditions  
o f  life” which ultim ately depends “m ainly” 
on “technical change”.
Thus in the end socialists w h o want 
change are at the m ercy o f  changes in tech­
nique and techn ology -  or m ore generally, 
at the m ercy o f  gradual social changes in 
which they play little part. A  clearer exp os­
ition o f  the traditional rationalisation for 
reformism w ould be harder to find.
Yet this view  is in som e senses contra­
dicted by statem ents Cairns m akes just one  
page later in his book . On the last page o f  
the book he sets ou t the tasks o f  those 
w ho want change:
“T hey m ust take pow er when it can 
be w on but remember that their 
main role and purpose is to  advance 
the understanding and effectiveness  
o f the people. There is no other way 
to reach a good society, revolutionary 
or otherwise.
“Involved in these conclusions are at 
least tw o factors! An im pelling need  
for people to  take responsibility for 
what they do and for what is done; 
and confidence in reason strong en­
ough to  overcom e the appalling d iff­
iculties always in the way o f  progress.”
In the abstract these statem ents seem to  
restore the role o f  conscious social forces 
and the need for these to  work actively to  
“ transform the p eo p le”. But the real test 
o f  which view Cairns places m ost em phasis 
on are his ow n statem ents and actions in 
government. The interview in ‘Digger’ and 
his recent econom ic policy  statem ents 
show clearly that the need to  “ transform  
the p eop le” has been far outw eighed by 
the consideration o f  “what is p ossib le”.
And this basic orientation has led to Cairns
becom ing more and more the prisoner o f  
the system  -  so m uch so that he can in one 
day (August 26) speak out against “ the old  
Draconian m eth od s” o f solving inflation - 
unem ploym ent etc. - and a few  days later 
(Septem ber 9) announce that the govern­
m en t’s policies to  slow inflation  and econ ­
om ic crisis w ould lead to unem ploym ent!
Cairns has becom e one m ore exam ple o f  
a sincere reform ist setting out to  use the 
system  to  good ends becom ing trapped by 
the very logic o f  that initial choice. The 
im portant question remains as to  what real 
choice som eone like Cairns has -  is there 
an alternative?
Ironically, Cairns’ ow n experience with  
the anti-war m ovem ent shows that there 
is another way, that socialists and radicals 
w ith principles and ideals are not lim ited  
to  what the people will “accep t” at any 
given m om ent but can seek to change, by  
propaganda and action, the things which  
are or are not “acceptable”. Then out o f  
power, Cairns, along with a then  small 
band o f  socialists and other radicals, took  
a principled stand and fought ou t the issues 
surrounding the Vietnam  war, am ongst the 
people. He did not accept their initial rac­
ism, jingoism  and blind follow ing o f  ruling 
class propaganda, but struggled courageous­
ly and intelligently to change their opinions. 
The battle was hard, but because the cond­
itions were right (America’s inability to  
win the war because o f  the skill and heroism  
o f  the Vietnam ese) it was won, and m ore­
over brought him the recognition and stand­
ing he has today.
But he does not apply the lessons learnt 
in that campaign to the current situation. 
A dm ittedly, the present problem s are great 
and com plex, since they bear on  the much  
wider issues o f the whole structure and 
nature o f  society. Yet precisely because o f  
that the opportunities are also m uch wider 
if  only they are seized upon and utilised. 
However, Cairns’ choice o f  political strat­
egy n ow  virtually precludes him  from  taking 
those opportunities unless he is prepared 
to set ou t boldly to  propagandise socialist 
solutions and build a mass base for social­
ism -  using his present position but being 
prepared to  go outside it if  necessary.
U nfortunately, the signs are that he is 
becom ing m ore and m ore the prisoner o f  
the system , more and more its manager 
and m ore and m ore identified with and
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discredited by it. All this fo llow s the logic 
o f  his belief that, since socialism is not on  
the agenda, one must opt for the on ly  
alternative: to work for whatever can be 
achieved within the system.
Undoubtedly, Cairns has used his position  
o f  pow er to  som e useful ends. He can and 
does use his position to help people to allev­
iate som e excesses o f  the system . Yet, rec­
alling the Cairns o f  the Moratorium days, it 
is surprising just how  little his m uch greater 
pow er can in fact be used, not to  speak o f  
the weakness o f  his will to  use it. The exam ­
ple o f  his unwillingness to make a sharp break 
w ith the now  overthrown Salazar regime in 
Portugal and with South Africa shows this.
In m any ways Cairns in pow er has less room  
to  manoeuvre, less ability to  fight for and 
achieve a radical change in policy, than Cairns 
out o f  power. This is in part due to  his ow n  
pessim ism  as to  the possibilities in the situat­
ion, but is also due to  the constraints which  
the system  places on anyone w h o chooses  
to  use it for their ow n ends. I f y o u  choose not 
to  work for the winning o f a basic mass force 
against the system  and for socialism , then not 
on ly  does this very choice reinforce the sys­
tem  itself, acting as a self-fulfilling prophecy, 
but it also leads inexorably to  m ore com ­
prom ises and a drift to the right.
And, indeed, this has clearly happened to  
Cairns, who is now  m ore used by than using 
the system . In his period as Minister for 
Secondary Industry, Cairns achieved remark­
able popularity in business circles, no doubt 
due to  his ability and efficien cy, and m ost 
im portantly to his identification w ith the 
cause o f  Australian capital against the m ulti­
nationals and foreign capital. As D eputy  
Prime Minister, he has, by virtue o f  Whit- 
'am ’s ignorance o f  econom ics, becom e more
powerful. Y et he is m ore the victim  than 
the master o f  that pow er as seen from his 
current policies.
I do not wish to  give the im pression that 
Cairns is a helpless victim  o f  the system, un­
able to do anything else. If that were so, he 
could scarcely be criticised excep t for being 
there at all. The fact is he could do better, 
even given all the constraints placed on him  
by the system  and by the centre-right maj­
ority in Cabinet and Caucus. He could have 
done better on relations w ith South  Africa 
and Portugal. And he could publicly slam 
the m ulti-nationals and local m onopolies 
instead o f unions and workers. This is the 
way to  carry out the task o f  “transforming 
the p eo p le”, not to  reinforce bourgeois 
ideological hegem ony, the im portance o f  
which for the system ’s functioning he knows, 
(as shown by his book) by joining their 
propaganda campaign.
N ot unexpectedly, Cairns is the prisoner 
o f his ow n reformist beliefs and strategic 
choices made on the basis o f  those beliefs. 
Future possibility o f  a change in these can­
not altogether be excluded, though the 
direction o f developm ent is at present 
quite the other way. The task o f  the left, 
o f  course, is precisely to  set ou t to  change 
workers’ consciousness by explaining  
the real roots o f the growing crisis.
The strategic principles on which this 
effort should be based I have attem pted to  
set out in the previous ALR. The difficu l­
ties are many, com pounded by the small­
ness and fragm entation o f  the left, but the 
opportunities are great also. Whatever the 
result o f  the com ing class struggles, history, 
theory and com m on sense alike say that 
the attem pt to  build an independent mass 
force for socialism is the essential direction  
o f  effort.
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aPnoa without 
Portugal 
prospects 
Ron noenation
paui nunseu-Dnay
For more than a decade, Portugal has been  
engaged in a bitter struggle with nationalist 
guerrilla forces in the African territories o f  
Guinea-Bissau, Angola and M ozambique. This 
struggle, in support o f  a seem ingly anachron­
istic colonial policy , has drained men and re­
sources from  a country which is the m ost 
econom ically undeveloped in Europe. Over 
half o f  Portugal’s budget has been com m itt­
ed solely to defence. Needless to  say, this 
effort was not made sim ply to  satisfy the 
pride o f  an imperial past. It is true that
Paul Nursey-Bray is a lecturer at Adelaide 
University.
since the sixteenth century, w hen the Port­
uguese national poet, Camoens, celebrated  
the voyages o f  Vasco da Gama, the them e o f  
empire has been a dom inant one in the nat­
ional ideology o f  Portugal. But it is also 
true that there were sound econom ic reas­
ons for Portugal’s continued colonial pres­
ence in Africa. Increasingly, however, with  
the continuing success o f the guerrilla forces, 
particularly o f  the Party for the Independ­
ence o f Guinea and the Cape Verde Islands 
(PAIGC), and o f  the Front for the Liberation  
o f M ozam bique (FRELIMO), it becam e clear 
that the costs o f  a continuing colonial pres­
ence were outweighing its benefits. (1)
In the final analysis, a military comm and, 
weary o f  defeat, pessim istic regarding the
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possibility o f  any military solution, and exas­
perated by the policies o f  a governm ent that 
could not perceive the need for change, took  
m atters in to  their ow n hands. The coup which  
toppled  Dr. Caetano, and brought to  pow er  
a reform ist military junta headed by General 
Spinola, thus marked the beginning o f  a new  
era for the Portuguese colonies in Africa. The 
new  governm ent o f  Portugal has com m itted  
itse lf to  ending the wars in Africa, and has 
offered  full independence to those countries 
it has sought for so long to  dom inate. Thus, 
even w hile the situation in Portugal is still in 
a state o f  flux, the date o f  Guinea-Bissau’s 
independence has com e and gone (Septem ber 
10), negotiations are under way betw een  
FRELIMO and Portuguese officials, and 
plans for the future o f Angola are being fram­
ed.
In the light o f  all these developm ents it 
perhaps seem s precipitate to  attem pt an anal­
ysis just now . However, despite Portugal’s 
withdrawal, this does not mean, unfortunate­
ly , that the goals o f  the liberation m ovem ents 
can be im m ediately realised in all cases. For 
Portugal’s relationship with its erstwhile 
colon ies cannot be considered in isolation  
from  the global pattern o f  capitalist relations. 
Portuguese colonialism  interm eshed w ith the 
general fram ework o f  imperialist relations 
in Africa, m ost particularly in Southern A f­
rica. Thus, while the coup will signal Port­
ugal’s departure from  the scene, it will not 
signal the end o f  the broader imperialist 
pattern. An analysis o f  the specific nature 
o f  Portuguese colonialism , and o f  the pre­
dom inant underlying relationships that will 
emerge m ore clearly w ith the latter’s dem ­
ise, m ay aid us in charting the parameters 
o f  future developm ent. (2)
PORTUGUESE COLONIALISM
It was the Portuguese w ho were instrum ­
ental in ‘discovering’ Africa in the fifteenth  
century. They were quick to realise that 
profit was to be had from  traffic both  in 
precious m etals and human beings. The 
first cargo o f  slaves and gold arrived in Lisbon  
in 14 4 1 . Portugal continued as one o f  the 
ch ief European exploiters o f the contin ent 
throughout the succeeding centuries. The 
Portuguese presence, until the nineteenth
century, was based, in the main, on coastal 
trading stations. However, the territorial 
division o f  the continent in  the latter part o f  
that century gave the hinterlands behind 
these trading posts to  Portugal, It must be 
noted that Portugal gained territory not in 
proportion to her econom ic or military 
strengths, but as the result o f  bargaining be­
tween the great colonial powers o f  that time, 
Britain, France and Germany, each unwilling 
to cede more territory to the others than was 
necessary. Thus Portugal, a country o f some 
3 5 ,00 0  square m iles in area, entered the twen­
tieth century controlling som e 8 0 0 ,0 0 0  square 
m iles o f  Africa, but in a position  o f  weakness 
relative to  the other colonial powers. It is 
precisely this weakness that accounts for the 
contem porary nature o f  Portuguese colonial­
ism.
The changing pattern o f  global econom ic  
and political relations after 1945, coupled  
w ith a rising tide o f  nationalism  in the co lon­
ial territories, dictated new  strategies for the 
colonial powers. The grant o f  political indep­
endence, while stilling nationalist protests and 
removing the increasing burden o f  garrisoning 
distant colonies, left untouched, or even imp­
roved, the econom ic benefits accruing to  the 
industrialised capitalist world. Thus, the tran­
sition from  colonial to  neo-colonial relations 
was effected  with rapidity. As this process 
continued, Portugal appeared increasingly 
anachronistic in her attitude o f  intransigence 
towards any dem and for independence from  
her colonial possessions. But her position  was 
not based sim ply on a reactionary attitude 
towards empire, but on her weakness, a weak­
ness that precluded her choice o f  the neo­
colonial option . Portugal, with her undevel­
oped econom y, w ithout a substantial finan­
cial or industrial infrastructure, was in no  
position to  com p ete with America, Britain 
or France as a neo-colonial pow er. Yet, at the 
same tim e, Portugal needed the contribution  
made by Africa to her balance o f  paym ents. 
Without the ‘overseas provinces' she would  
have been in considerable econom ic difficu l­
ty . In addition the Portuguese ruling class 
would not w illingly have foregone the profits 
to  be obtained from  the diam onds, iron ore, 
and other resources o f  ‘Portuguese’ Africa. 
Thus, since to have granted political indep­
endence to  her colonies w ould have meant
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giving over those econom ic advantages to  
a stronger power, Portuguese colonialism  
remained unchanged. As Amilcar Cabral, 
the revolutionary theorist and leader o f  
PAIGC noted  on this point in 1965:
“The main characteristic o f present- 
day Portuguese colonialism  is a simple 
fact: Portuguese colonialism , or if  
you  prefer the Portuguese econom ic  
infrastructure, cannot allow  itself the 
luxury o f  being neo-colonialist.” (3)
Portugal's continued colonial presence in 
Africa has not, o f course, prevented the pen­
etration o f  international capital. On the con­
trary, British, Am erican and South  African 
interests are heavily involved in M ozambique 
and Angola. The principal banking operation  
in these tw o countries is jo in tly  controlled  
by the Portuguese Totta-Alianza and the 
Standard Bank o f  South  Africa. G ulf Oil op­
erates in M ozam bique, in Angola and, m ost 
im portantly, in the enclave o f Cabinda, where 
a series o f  strikes since 1966  seem s likely to  
make it the m ost im portant oil producing  
region south o f  the Sahara. The Anglo- 
American Corporation, based in South Africa, 
but ch iefly  involving British capital, controls  
Angolan diam ond production, and ow ns the 
Benguela railway w hich transports Zambian 
copper to  the Angolan port o f L obito. The 
Sena Sugar Estates in M ozam bique repres­
ent yet another British investm ent. However, 
this penetration o f foreign capital meant no 
lessening in Portugal’s interest in retaining 
control over her African colonies. For, while 
Lisbon was the centre o f  empire, the capital 
that was flow ing in to  Africa brought benef­
its to Portugal. Contracts had to  be made 
through the Portuguese authorities, and joint 
activities involved Portuguese capital in luc­
rative ventures. If political independence re­
placed colonialism  in Africa then L isbon’s 
role as m iddleman w ould disappear, and 
there w ould be a real possibility that Port­
ugal w ould be excluded from  the econom ic  
benefits o f  the operations in Angola, Cabin­
da and M ozam bique.
Portugal, then, unable to  take up the 
neo-colonial option , had continuing reasons 
for retaining a colonial presence in Africa.
But there was another side to  the picture.
Due to the operation o f nationalist guerrilla 
forces in all o f  Portugal’s African territories, 
the cost o f  maintaining that presence was 
escalating continually. The armed struggle 
in these territories was directly engendered  
by Portugal’s refusal to  regard independence  
as politically negotiable. The first resistance 
erupted in Angola in 1961, led by the Union  
o f the Angolan Population (UPA). Within 
six m onths 2 5 ,0 0 0  Portuguese troops were 
in the process o f reconquering the areas that 
had been lost to  the freedom  fighters. Since 
that tim e, the situation in Angola has been  
one o f fluctuating fortunes for the national­
ist forces, linked to  fratricidal conflict bet­
w een com peting nationalist groups. The main 
groups involved in a struggle for pow er have 
been H olden R oberto’s National Front for 
the Liberation o f  Angola (FN LA ), successor 
to the UPA, Jonas Savimba’s National Union  
for T otal Independence (UNITA) and, the 
m ost radical o f the three, Dr. A gostino  
N e to ’s Popular M ovem ent for the Liberation  
o f Angola (MPLA). The conflicts betw een  
these groups have involved not on ly  party 
splits, but also fruitless clashes betw een the 
m ilitary wings o f  the parties. Obviously, 
this internecine struggle has been o f  great 
value to  Portugal, and has enabled her to  
attain a greater measure o f m ilitary success 
in Angola than in any other area. Neverthe­
less the constant threat o f guerrilla activity  
has tied dow n a Portuguese army o f  7 0 ,0 0 0  
men in the country.
The position in Guinea-Bissau has been  
discouraging in the extrem e for the Portug­
uese. The PAIGC, under the leadership o f  
Amilcar Cabral, has achieved great progress 
since armed struggle began in January 1963 . 
[Cabral, however, was assassinated in 1973  
by Portuguese agents.] At the tim e o f  the 
coup in Portugal, the PAIGC controlled  
60 to  70  per cent o f the territory o f  Guinea- 
Bissau and adm inistered over 50 per cent o f  
the population. Portuguese control has eff­
ectively been reduced to the capital and 
certain garrison tow ns. In the liberated areas 
the PAIGC embarked on a great program o f  
political m obilisation and social reform, 
setting up co-operatives, schools and hospit­
als and introducing innovative agricultural 
techniques. In their attem pt to  maintain 
control, the Portuguese stationed 4 0 ,0 0 0
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m en in the country. The basic reason for 
the continuing Portuguese com m itm ent to  
Guinea-Bissau was one that derived from  
the dom ino theory applied by the US to  
South-east Asia. There was little profit to  
be had from  Guinea-Bissau in the first 
place, and nationalist success made it an 
enorm ous and increasing liability. But it 
was argued that if independence were given 
to  Guinea-Bissau it would be d ifficult to  
resist similar demands from  Angola and M oz­
am bique. However, given the position  on the  
ground, it is hardly surprising that, in the 
wake o f  the coup, Portugal has alm ost im m ­
ediately recognised the country’s independ­
ence.
In June 1963, three exiled M ozambiquan  
parties merged to  form  FRELIMO and, after 
tw o years o f political preparation, they  
launched a military campaign. The front has 
had a continuing history o f  m ilitary success. 
Just prior to  the coup, Marcelino Dos Santos, 
Vice-President o f  FRELIMO, estim ated that 
FRELIMO controlled 24 per cent o f  the terr­
itory o f  M ozam bique, (In the provinces o f  
Cabo Delgado, Niassa and Tete in the north  
o f the country) and one m illion peop le from  
a population o f  seven m illion. In the liberat­
ed areas o f  M ozambique, as in Guinea-Bissau, 
various programs o f  political m obilisation  
and o f  social and educational reform have 
been introduced. Repressive activities by the 
Portuguese military, recently highlighted by  
the disclosure by missionaries o f  massacres 
in M ozam bique, have only served to  m obilise  
and politicise the people. Thus, despite a 
com m itm ent o f  over 6 0 ,0 0 0  troops, despite  
aid, both  direct and indirect, from  Rhodesia  
and South  Africa, the position o f Portugal 
has been growing increasingly untenable in 
M ozam bique. The chief area o f  conflict in 
latter m onths has been in Tete province and, 
in particular, the site o f  the Cabora Bassa 
dam on the Zambesi River. This hydro-elec­
tric project, financed by a consortium  head­
ed by South  Africa, aim ed at the provision  
o f electric power that would be fed directly  
into the South  African national grid. This 
highlights both  the involvem ent o f  South  
African interests in the region and the 
conflict betw een those interests and nation­
alist activity, a point that will be developed  
later.
In general then, the m ilitary situation o f  
Portugal in Africa at the beginning o f  this year 
was rapidly deteriorating, and the im mense 
cost o f continuing the struggle against the 
forces o f nationalism  was outweighing the 
benefits o f upholding the structure o f  co lon­
ialism. As William Minter has noted:
“The m ilitary effort, moreover, has prov­
ed an increasing strain on  Portugal’s res­
ources, financial and hum an. By 1970  
the total number o f  Portuguese troops 
in Africa was estim ated at about
160 ,00 0 , or m ore than double the 1964  
level. In proportion to  Portugal’s popul­
ation, this is a troop level m ore than five 
tim es that o f  the United States in V iet­
nam at its highest.” (4)
It was this situation, and the contradict­
ions and tensions to  which it gave rise in 
m etropolitan Portugal, that d irectly engen­
dered the coup.
Two other aspects o f  Portuguese co lon­
ialism need to  be recorded. Firstly, it must 
be noted  that the Portuguese m ilitary effort 
has been supported, not only by obvious  
allies like Rhodesia and South  Africa, but by 
the Western m ilitary alliance in general. 
Without NATO arms, NATO supplies and 
NATO training it is doubtfu l whether Port­
ugal could have sustained its m ilitary effort 
at the level o f  past years. Far from  express­
ing any disapproval at Portugal’s use o f  res­
ources provided by NATO, the latter indic­
ated at least its com placence b y  moving 
NATO Command HQ to  Lisbon in 1967. 
Secondly, note must be taken o f  the fact 
that, in order to  help maintain control o f  
Angola and M ozam bique, Portugal encour­
aged the settlem ent o f  Portuguese in these 
territories. Currently, there are approxim ­
ately 5 50 ,0 0 0  Europeans in Angola and 
approxim ately 2 0 0 ,0 0 0  in M ozam bique.
Their presence in these areas is o f  crucial 
im portance in considering possible future 
developm ents.
AFTER THE COUP:
THE BASIC CONTRADICTION
Clearly the main concern o f  the Portug­
uese now  is to  divest them selves o f  the burd­
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en o f  their African co lon ies as rapidly as 
possible, and to  turn their attention  to  the 
problems o f  developm ent and social change 
in Portugal itself. What then o f  the future o f  
their erstwhile colonies? Such a question  
brings us to  a consideration o f the relation­
ships and contradictions that will determ ine 
the broad pattern o f  future events. They  
are relationships and contradictions that 
have been lying below  the surface o f  a Port­
uguese colonial presence that has, in the past, 
tended to  mask their significance. The chief 
contradiction, at least in Southern and Cent­
ral Africa, is betw een the forces o f  African 
nationalism  on the one hand, and o f  the heg­
em ony o f  South  African capitalism, linked 
as it is to  the continuance o f  w hite suprem­
acy, on the other. This contradiction, m ed­
iated and masked by the Portuguese presence, 
will, w ith Portugal’s withdrawal, now  becom e 
more obviously the ch ief factor conditioning  
political and econom ic developm ents in the 
region.
It is necessary to  exam ine both sides o f  
this contradiction in m ore detail. The focus  
o f attention will now  be exclusively on  
Southern Africa. Guinea-Bissau in West A f­
rica, small, virtually controlled by the nat­
ionalist m ovem ent for som e years past, lack­
ing a settler com m unity and having no im m ­
ediate econom ic resources to  tem pt internat­
ional capital, lies outside the main concent­
ration o f the present discussion. A new ly ind­
ependent Guinea-Bissau, with its exem plary  
history o f  revolutionary nationalism  will, no 
doubt, have m uch to contribute to  the dev­
elopm ent o f  a continent in sad need o f  new  
directions and encouraging social experim ­
ents. But, given its geographic position, and 
the specific nature o f its national struggle, it 
will not figure in the Southern African con­
text, where future struggle lies.
Two opposing tendencies emerge from  
the contradiction in this region. On the one 
hand the interests o f South  Africa dictate 
the necessity o f  a neo-colonial solution to  
the problem posed by the collapse o f Port­
uguese colonialism . South  Africa has a heg­
em onic position in Southern Africa, and 
what has been variously described as the 
‘Southern African Fortress’ and the ‘South­
ern African co m p lex’ includes Angola and
M ozam bique, as well as Rhodesia, South- 
West Africa, Botswana, L esotho and Swazi­
land. South  Africa’s interest lies in securing 
the stability o f this region under her co n t­
inued control. Thus, from  her standpoint, 
the adm inistrations which succeed the Port­
uguese in Angola and M ozambique must be 
capable o f  being controlled from  Pretoria, 
directly or indirectly, and must see their 
interests as congruent w ith those o f  South  
Africa. On the other hand the nationalist 
groups, m ost particularly FRELIMO and 
MPLA, have, in the course o f  the extended  
struggle against the Portuguese, becom e in­
creasingly radicalised. They are clearly  
aware o f  the dangers o f neo-colonialism , 
and are com m itted  to  a revolutionary nat­
ionalism  that dem ands the overthrow o f  
capitalism  as a “ logical” conclusion to  the 
struggle for independence. (5)
South Africa represents a major area o f  
investm ent by the capitalist world. In 1970  
Sterling Area investm ent stood at 1 ,983  
m illion pounds. (6) Five hundred British 
com panies and three hundred Am erican  
ow ned subsidiaries operated within South  
Africa, and betw een 1965 and 1970  she 
received a net total o f  982 m illion pounds 
from  Western capitalist countries. (7)
In short, as Arrighi and Saul have pointed  
out, the Southern African com plex repres­
ents the m ost im portant region in Africa to  
Western capitalist interests. Its developed  
industrial and technological infrastructure, 
its mineral wealth and its plentiful supply 
o f cheap labor make it an attractive propos­
ition for investm ent. (8) At the same time, 
it provides a base from  where Western capit­
al interests can penetrate upwards in to  the 
rest o f Africa. As Arrighi and Saul note with  
regard to the im plications o f  this position: 
"In consequence, their [Western capitalist 
interests ] main concern vis-a-vis independent 
Africa is to  prevent the growth o f strong 
politico-econom ic system s independent o f 
Western capitalist hegem ony in the countries 
bordering on  the Southern African eom p les  
(Congo, Malawi and Tanzania) which could, 
among other things, seriously threaten  
(through their support for the increasingly 
radical liberation m ovem ents) w hite rule in 
Southern Africa.” (9) What is true for coun­
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tries bordering the ‘Southern African Com- 
p les’ is obviously axiom atic for countries 
such as Angola and M ozambique that are 
part o f that com plex.
The agency for securing the ends o f  West­
ern capital is the state apparatus o f  South  
Africa. But South Africa is not sim ply a 
client o f  Western capital, for indigenous 
South  African capital has been increasing 
in strength for som e tim e past. South Africa 
has “ developed its ow n industrial base by  
setting up governm ent corporations in basic 
industries, by investing in infrastructure, and 
by forcing or enticing foreign capital to  acc­
ept a measure o f  local participation and con ­
trol". (1 0 ) Increasingly South African cap­
ital has been involved in developm ent pro­
jects in Southern Africa, alone or in conjunc­
tion  w ith foreign capital. There is a degree 
o f  autonom ous industrial developm ent occ­
urring that suggests parallels with Brazil.'
And as Brazil is to  Latin America, so South  
Africa is to  Africa, a developing sub-imper­
ialist pow er, capable o f  taking the initiative 
in term s o f  the expansion o f its capital and 
provision for its security. Clearly, the inter­
ests o f  South  Africa in this respect are co­
incidental with the interests o f  Western cap­
italism, and require a continuing South  Afric­
an dom inance o f  Southern and Central Africa. 
The idea that South  Africa’s ‘natural hinter­
land’ extends well beyond its physical boun d­
aries is one that is frequently alluded to  by  
South  African politicians. This notion  was 
concretely, if less subtly, expressed in the 
journal ‘Africa S ou th ’ in 1968:
"Our econom ic and political objectives
in Southern Africa are to harness all
natural and human resources from  Table
M ountain to the border o f  the Congo
River.” (11)
Y et, while South  Africa seeks to maintain  
her dom inant position in Southern and Cen­
tral Africa, she is also desirous o f  minim ising 
her open conflicts w ith independent African  
countries, and with liberation m ovem ents 
based on their territory. While South African 
‘p o lice’ have been fighting alongside R hodes­
ian forces in the Zambesi valley, South Afric­
an diplom ats have been making friendly over­
tures towards black African states. The reason
for such apparently am biguous behaviour is 
not hard to  find. The natural market for the 
products o f  the expanding South  African ec­
onom y, and the natural outlet for both  South  
African capital, and foreign capital based in 
South  Africa, all lie to  the north o f  the Zam­
besi.. The general position is w ell summarised 
by First, S teele and Gurney:
South Africa’s ow n reasons for 
expansion and an aggressive strategy 
against independent Africa coincide  
happily with the interests o f  Western 
investors and Western pow ers in general. 
They are anxious to  avoid confrontation  
with liberation m ovem ents; above all, 
they want a political clim ate in Southern  
and Central Africa in which penetration  
by outside capital can be pursued w ith­
out op p osition .” (12)
It is this general strategy that accounts for 
the low  profile South Africa has adopted  
w ith regard to  current events in Angola and 
M ozambique. But this should not be taken  
as any indication o f  a lack o f  concern, nor o f  
an unwillingness to  intervene to  secure her 
interests in the region. Those interests dem ­
and , and will continue to  demand, a n eo­
colonial settlem ent in Angola and M ozam­
bique.
South Africa’s interest in securing the 
accession to  power in the form er Portuguese 
colonies o f  m oderate and manipulable lead­
ers, stem m ing from  the nature o f  the broad 
socio-econom ic situation, is heightened con ­
siderably by strategic considerations relating 
to  counter-insurgency. To date South  Africa 
has been insulated from  guerrilla attacks by 
the buffer zones o f Angola, M ozam bique 
and Rhodesia, In effect this has m eant that 
South Africa has been able to  gain exper­
ience in counter-insurgency operations, fight­
ing ZANO /ZAPU (1 3 ) and ANC (14) forces 
along the Zambesi River marking R hodesia’s 
northern frontier. But many hundreds o f  
m iles have separated this activity from  the 
tow ns and farms o f  the Transvaal. M eanwhile 
in Angola and M ozam bique the Portuguese 
were relied on to  contain guerrilla activity, 
and to  protect the flanks o f  the w hite fort­
ress o f  Southern Africa.
Despite the success o f  FRELIMO forces 
in the northern provinces o f  M ozambique,
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the line o f  their advance has been held at the 
Zambesi. The geographical position o f Moz­
ambique is such that the southernm ost areas 
of the country extend to w ithin 200  miles 
o f Johannesburg and Pretoria Obviously, 
no South African governm ent could view  
with equanim ity the prospect o f  guerrilla 
forces operating in such close proxim ity to  
the major industrial and population centres 
o f South Africa. It is thus provided with an 
additional incentive, if one were indeed re­
quired, to  ensure that the future govern­
m ent o f M ozambique will be o f  a character 
that will preclude this possibility. A similar 
set o f  considerations apply to the Angolan  
flank. Already South Africa has to contend  
with the activities o f the South  West Africa 
People’s Organisation (SWAPO), fighting  
against its continued illegal occupation o f  
Namibia. A radical African governm ent in 
Angola, to  the im m ediate north o f South  
West Africa, w ould mean a weakening o f  
South Africa’s strategic position in this 
area. In the light o f all this, one could sugg­
est that a litm us test o f  the type o f  settle­
m ent finally agreed to  for Angola and Moz­
ambique will be whether o f not the guerr­
illas are perm itted to base them selves in 
these countries. It is hard to  be sanguine ab­
out the prospects o f  such an arrangement.
Dr. Mulder, South  Africa’s Minister o f  the 
Interior and Inform ation said in Salisbury 
on August 30, 1973: "South Africa pre­
fers the front line against terrorism to  be the 
Zambesi rather than the L im popo.” It is a 
preference that is unlikely to  change.
But, if the general character o f  South  
African hegem ony in Southern Africa cre­
ates pressures for a neo-colonial settlem ent 
in Angola and M ozam bique, another cont­
radictory pressure is present, particularly in 
M ozambique. The years o f  guerrilla struggle, 
necessitated by Portuguese intransigence, 
have engendered a m aturation o f  political 
consciousness in the nationalist parties that 
were involved. This is particularly true o f  
the PAIGC and FRELIMO. These m ove­
m ents will not so readily fall prey to the 
pitfall o f neo-colonialism  as did so many 
other African nationalist m ovem ents o f  
the 1950s. Amilcar Cabral wrote in 1965:
“ The neo-colonial s itu a tio n .......is
not resolved by a nationalist solution,
it dem ands the destruction o f  the cap­
italist structure im planted in the nat­
ional territory by imperialism, and 
correctly postulates a socialist sol­
u tio n .” (15)
John Saul, in his article in 'Socialist 
Register 1 9 7 3 ’, has charted the way in 
which the liberation struggles in Angola, 
Guinea-Bissau and M ozam bique have led 
to the creation o f a revolutionary national­
ism “ very different from  that earlier brand 
o f nationalism  which brought formal indep­
endence to  African territories north o f  the 
Zam besi.” (16)
“ In the case o f  Portugal’s African co l­
onies, then, we see not merely a struggle 
for independence -  but a revolution in 
the m aking.” (17 )
Even in Angola, where inter- and intra­
party con flict in the nationalist m ovem ent 
has tended to  retard developm ent, there 
have been signs o f  an increasing com m it­
ment to revolutionary nationalism  in N e to ’s 
MPLA, as it has increased its m ilitary con­
trol over areas o f  Eastern Angola. But the 
maturation o f  a revolutionary conscious­
ness and growing com m itm ent to socialist 
goals is m ost apparent in FRELIMO, where 
the leadership “have been increasingly firm  
about distinguishing revolutionary national­
ism from  its less savoury look-alikes, and 
com m unicating this d istinction to  the pop­
ulace.” (18)
In a recent interview, Marcelino Dos 
Santos, the Vice-President o f FRELIMO, 
made clear FRELIM O’s com m itm ent to  
revolutionary nationalism , and indicated  
that the aim was to transcend neo-colonial­
ism in achieving a socialist solution. He noted  
that nationalism  within FRELIMO had m ov­
ed from  a primary to  a secondary stage, and 
that “ the point o f  departure” betw een the 
tw o stages was the idea o f  a society where 
there was no exploitation  o f man by man.
“ In the particular conditions o f  fighting  
against Portuguese colonialism , revolut­
ionary attitudes are not on ly  possible,
but n ecessa ry ....... If our organisation
maintains a true revolutionary leader-
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ship the special circum stances o f  the  
process o f  our liberation open up real 
possibilities for an advance from  liber­
ation to revolution .” (19)
In M ozam bique, as in Guinea-Bissau, new  
social structures have been created in the 
liberated areas. Schools and hospitals have 
been established, and reforms in agriculture 
have been initiated. A new spirit o f  national 
struggle, transcending the old tribal antagon­
isms, is active am ong the people. It is a fam ­
iliar story that parallels the Chinese, V ietnam ­
ese and Cuban experiences. A  guerrilla war is 
not just a m ilitary enterprise, but a political 
activity that m obilises and educates.. As R ob­
ert Taber has noted: “ The guerrilla fighter is 
primarily a propagandist, an agitator, a diss­
em inator o f  the revolutionary idea, w ho uses 
the struggle itself -  the actual physical con­
flict -  as an instrum ent o f agitation.” (2 0 )
Dos Santos echoes these sentim ents when  
he notes:
"The armed struggle can on ly  be launched  
w hen the conditions are ripe for it. Even 
now  the basic problem  is not guns; the  
Portuguese have guns too  but that does 
not make a revolution. The problem  is the 
m an. It is not because you  give a Mozam- 
biquan a rifle that he becom es a revolut­
ionary, the basic problem  is a political 
one. Political consciousness is the base.” 
(2 1 )
Thus, in Angola and M ozambique, the 
years o f  struggle against Portuguese co lonial­
ism have witnessed the rise o f  a species o f  
revolutionary nationalism  that is in com p­
lete opposition  to  pressures for a neo-colonial 
settlem ent. This contradiction, betw een rev­
olutionary nationalism  and South Africa’s 
capitalist interests, is recognised by the nat­
ionalist leaders. D os Santos was interviewed  
prior to the coup in Portugal, and thus before  
the possib ility  o f  form al independence was 
on the agenda. Y et he clearly foresaw the 
present position .
“ Perhaps we should look  further to  
the content o f  independence. I think  
that a stage will be reached in which  
the main problem  will not be whether 
a country becom es form ally independ­
ent or not, but what the social nature 
o f  the new  regime will be. This will 
be the real problem . Our enem y will 
be forced, for one reason or another 
by one means or another, to  accept 
independence. But when the stage 
is reached where they have no option, 
they will try to  influence the content 
o f  independence.” (22)
It remains for us to  investigate what shape 
this ‘in fluence’ has taken to date.
CURRENT PERSPECTIVES
In com m enting on  the current situation  
a caveat must be entered that, due to  the d iff­
icu lty o f  obtaining inform ation, one must 
rely in part on reports that have not always 
been fully  authenticated as yet. However, 
there is a correspondence betw een such rep­
orts and know n facts that enables a fairly 
reliable picture o f  the nature o f  current 
trends to be constructed. There are clear 
signs that South Africa, while striving to 
maintain its low  profile, is involved in att­
em pts to  arrange neo-colonial settlem ents 
in Angola and M ozambique.
Already in M ozam bique tw o groups have 
emerged which are basically representative 
o f the interests o f  settlers and m em bers o f  
the black m iddle-class o f Beira and Lourenco  
Marques, and opposed to the revolutionary  
nationalism  o f  FRELIMO. The United  
Iro u p  o f  M ozambique (GUMO) was the first 
o f these groups to  appear. It was based on  the 
Revolutionary C om m ittee o f  M ozam bique 
(COREMO), a lacklustre organisation, co n t­
aining many elem ents purged from  FRELIMO  
for opportunism , and never recognised by the 
OAU Liberation Com m ittee as a meaningful 
liberation m ovem ent. Indeed FRELIMO  
sources allege that COREMO was financed  
by the CIA. GUMO represented itse lf as the 
political rival o f  FRELIMO, but collapsed  
w ithin a short tim e. A  new  party, the United  
Front for M ozambique (FRECOMO) has 
since emerged. It is significant that prom in­
ent figures from GUMO and COREMO are 
involved in the party’s organisation. Paulo 
Gumane, President o f  COREMO, and former 
Deputy Secretary o f  FRELIMO, and the 
Reverend Uriah Sim ango, former Vice-Pres­
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ident o f FRELIMO are am ong FRECOMO's 
leaders. Sim ango was expelled  from  FREL­
IMO in 1970  for advocating that an indep­
endent M ozam bique be confined to  the 
north o f  the Zambesi. Both Gumane and 
Simango are representative o f  those elem ents 
o f FRELIMO which were com m itted to the 
capitalist system , and were willing opportun­
istically to  com prom ise w ith imperialist 
forces. As noted , the party purged itse lf o f  
these elem ents in the late ‘sixties. Their re- 
emergence to  prom inence at this stage speaks 
for itself. Reports suggest that South African 
and European business interests in M ozambique 
provide financial backing for FRECOMO.
O bviously the settler com m unities in Ang­
ola and M ozam bique are o f  considerable im p­
ortance in the present situation. They repres­
ent a source o f  reaction to  African revolut­
ionary nationalism , which they see as threat­
ening their position , that can readily be ex ­
ploited by South  Africa. It is significant 
that race riots led by Europeans greeted news 
o f the coup in Luanda. There is always the 
possibility o f  a unilateral declaration o f ind­
ependence (U D I) on the lines taken by 
R hodesia. It is a threat that has been in the 
air for som e years past, repeated whenever 
Portugal’s will to  continue seem ed to  be fal­
tering. N ow  that that w ill has ceased to func­
tion, UDI, or at least som e degree o f  indep­
endent action by the settlers, was alm ost 
bound to occur.
There are reports that mercenary forces 
are being recruited, through settler organ­
isations, to  prevent a takeover by FRELIMO  
in M ozambique. C olonel Mike Hoare and 
Jean Pierre Rene, both  o f  w hom  were active 
mercenaries in the Congo, are tw o names 
that have been m entioned. R ecently there 
was reported to  have been a ‘reunion’ in 
Rhodesia o f  N o . 5 C om m ando, the group 
Hoare com m anded in the Congo. In a rec­
ent interview, Hoare denied that he had re­
ceived any requests for assistance. But when  
asked if he w ould get “a good and quick res­
ponse” if he set out to  reactivate N o. 5 
Com m ando, he replied:
“ Most defin itely . Many o f  the old No. 5
Com m ando boys w ould rally im m ediate­
ly . I’ve had a flood  o f  telephone calls
from  chaps -  including a lot o f old hands
asking if  I was recruiting for M ozam­
bique or A ngola.” (23)
Within M ozam bique a mercenary force 
could expect to  receive support from  the sett­
lers in general, and in particular the business 
com m unity . Senhor Jorge Jardim, an influ­
ential European businessman, has been inv­
olved in the form ation and financing o f  both  
GUMO and FRECOMO. He was responsible 
previously for organising a com m ando force 
to fight FRELIMO. A friend o f Jardim’s, 
General Kaulza de Arriaga, is reported to  be 
organising forces that could link up w ith  the 
mercenaries.
Clearly, k ey  figures are involved in organ­
ising an anti-FRELIMO front. It is significant 
that Jardim, Simango and other m embers o f  
FRECOMO have all advocated the partition  
o f M ozam bique along the Zambesi. This, it 
is hoped, w ould safeguard European business 
interests, since the ch ief plantations, tow ns 
and ports (Biera and Lourenco Marques) and 
European settlem ents are all south o f the 
Zambesi. In addition, any partition agree­
m ent w ould m evitably include the Cabora 
Bassa dam w ithin a southern state. Thus, FR E­
LIMO w ould be confined to  the liberated areas 
o f northern Mozambique*, Moreover further 
plans along these lines suggest the incorporat­
ion o f northern M ozambique w ith Malawi. It 
is presumably in response to  such plans that 
FRELIMO has reportedly discussed w ith Por­
tugal a delayed independence, and has clearly 
stated that it wants tim e to  expand its pol­
itical base and m obilise people south o f  the 
Zambesi. Whether FRELIM O’s opponents 
will allow  tim e for such expansion and m ob­
ilisation is obviously a m oot point.
In Angola the rifts within the com peting  
nationalist groups continue to  underm ine 
their position . A lthough A gostino N e to ’s 
MPLA and H olden R oberto’s FN LA  have 
reached a tenuous agreement, no basis for a 
united political front has yet been reached 
with Joseph Savimba’s UNITA. More im port­
antly, the large settler com m unity in Angola 
is a stumbling block to  any attem pt to  est­
ablish a progressive, radical African admin­
istration. The United Resistance o f  Angola 
(R UA ), initially form ed in 1961 in response
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to guerrilla activity, and drawing its m em b­
ership from  working class whites, has recent­
ly re-appeared. Reports suggest that its lead­
er, Captain Jose M endoza, a former officer  
in the Portuguese army, is working in collab­
oration w ith former members o f  the DGS, the 
Portuguese security service disbanded after 
the coup, and is taking orders from  South  Af- 
rica„ The R U A could obviously be linked with  
a UDI m ovem ent in Angola.. The future o f  oil - 
rich Cabinda is also o f obvious concern to  
many parties, not least South Africa, who, 
lacking oil reserves o f  her own, is dependent 
on the expensive oil from  coal process for her 
strategic reserves.. South Africa, and the three 
nationalist parties o f  Angola are in agreem ent 
on one issue at least, that Cabinda be consid­
ered part o f  Angola. But their views on  the 
future o f  Cabinda/Angola are obviously rath­
er different.
Thus, overall, although the details that 
are emerging from  Southern Africa are in­
com plete, a broad outline o f present trends 
can be perceived. It would appear that in 
furtherance o f  her interest in preserving the 
Southern African C om plex free from  revol­
utionary nationalism , South Africa is at pres­
ent backing w hite settler groups and opport­
unist black elem ents in Angola and M ozam ­
bique. Such a m ethod o f  operation is, o f  
course, in keeping w ith South Africa’s desire 
to  keep a low  profile, and avoid, if possible, 
open involvem ent. South  Africa w ould seem  
to  be relying on settlers’ groups to deploy  
their ow n and mercenary forces against the  
nationalist forces, presumably with her 
financial assistance. It has been suggested  
that one o f  the aims o f  such groups is to  
attack their African opponents through pun­
itive border raids aim ed at bases and key  
installations in Zaire, Zambia and Tanzania.
It is d ifficu lt not to  see the hand o f  South  
Africa in such a plan which im plem ents a 
threat that has been made, at least sotto  
voce, for years by South African leaders. It 
would be convenient to have such operations  
conducted by groups ostensibly unconnected  
with South  Africa.
Given the position o f South Africa, then, 
we must presume that if the present tactics 
fail to  stem  the tide o f  revolutionary nation­
alism, m ore direct South  African intervention
cannot be ruled out. It is not that South  A f­
rica has any particular interest in the estab  
lishm ent o f settler regimes in A ngole or Moz­
ambique,, In Rhodesia, Mr. Sm ith, and the 
settlers he leads, have proved as m uch an 
embarrassment and liability as an asset.. South  
Africa would probably be well satisfied with 
African governm ents in Angola, M ozambique 
and Zimbabwe, so long as they were com p­
liant and her control was unaffected.
But at the present tim e South Africa’s de­
sire to  defeat revolutionary nationalism , 
while avoiding direct confrontation  itself, is 
best served by support for settler or other 
groups equally interested in a neo-colonial 
settlem ent.
Any discussion o f  the pattern o f  future 
events must, o f  course, be speculative. H ow ­
ever, given the present disposition o f econ ­
om ic power and military force in the South­
ern African com plex, it would seem  that, in 
the short term, som e type o f  neo-colonial 
settlem ent is inevitable for Angola/Cabinda, 
and for at least a large area o f M ozam bique. 
The corollary o f  this, o f course, is that the 
struggle waged by the forces o f revolution­
ary nationalism  will continue, not on ly  in 
Angola and M ozambique, but in all the 
countries o f Southern and Central Africa 
that South  Africa seeks to  dom inate. The 
dem ise o f Portuguese colonialism  has not 
opened the way to im m ediate liberation.
But it is a great victory for the progressive 
forces o f  African nationalism , and it will 
serve to heighten the contradictions w ithin  
the Southern African com plex. As such, it 
is an im portant step on  the road to com p­
lete liberation.
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wiCh 
chesneaux
L.S. D o you  think the ecology m ovem ent will 
becom e m ore or less class-based in the  
future?
Prof. Chesneaux:
Many people consider ecology a bourg­
eois issue. I t’s not. Environmental dec­
ay affects working and m iddle classes. 
The middle classes have becom e aware 
o f  ecological problems earlier than the
Jean Chesneaux is Professor History at the 
Sorbonne, and author of ‘The Vietnamese 
N ation’, ‘The Chinese Labour M ovem ent’ 
and ‘Peasant Rebellions in China’. He was 
interviewed by Leonie Sandercock for ALR 
when on a visit to Australia earlier this year.
workers, but th at’s true o f  m ost issues 
and only illustrates the ideological opp­
ression o f the working class. There are 
both working class and middle class 
solutions to  ecological problem s. So 
far, the middle class have tended to  
control the issues, w ith  their com prom ­
ise tactics, but the fact that they have, 
to date, been predom inant does not 
make it a purely m iddle class issue.
L.S.: Could you outline the differences in 
approach and in solutions that disting­
uish working class from  middle class 
ecological action?
Prof. Chesneaux:
The reform ist approach emphasises 
protection o f  nature by and for those
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w ho can afford week-end cottages in 
the country, at the coast, etc. It em ph­
asises m iddle class com forts and use o f  
leisure based on  individual escapism. 
The explanation o f  the ecological crisis 
typical o f  this approach puts the burd­
en on  individual guilt, not on the nat­
ure o f  the econom ic system . It is a non­
political approach which suggests that 
if  on ly  every hum an being was m ore ec­
ologically conscious we w ould have no  
ecological crisis. The reformist style is 
to  work through negotiations and com ­
m ittee work rather than to  use direct 
action . Because reformists are optim is­
tic about the machinery o f  the bourg­
eois state, the courts, etc., they bel­
ieve that all th a t’s needed is more in f­
orm ation. So th ey  com pile more and 
m ore technical, scholarly books. These 
reform ist tactics leave genuine radicals 
defenceless because the reformists are 
co-opted by the governm ent and the 
bureaucracy. They open foundations, 
publish journals, and so on. All o f  
which slows dow n the actual tackling 
o f  the crisis, keeps the debate w ithin  
the confines o f  the capitalist system  
and strengthens and enlarges the bur­
eaucracy by giving it more m oney. 
‘There is cash in all that trash’, as an 
American businessm an said. So, the 
ecology issue must be rescued from  
reformists and conservatives.
L.S.: H ow  can radicals best do this?
Prof. Chesneaux:
A radical analysis o f the issue leads to  
the conclusion that pollution  is a b y­
product o f capitalism , a society  based 
on profit and expansion. ‘Stationary  
capitalism ' is a contradiction in terms. 
Reinvestm ent is basic to  capitalism. 
The ecology crisis is an indictm ent o f  
the capitalist system . Radicals must 
work to  increase awareness o f this an­
alysis o f  the nature o f  the crisis. In 
practice, the revolutionary struggle 
must question the whole society  and 
bring those involved in ecology into  
contact w ith the nature o f  the capital­
ist system . True radical ecological act­
ion will lead to  conflict w ith all organs 
o f the established order; bureaucracy, 
courts, police, etc. Radicalisation  
should evolve from  ecological involve­
m ent..
L.S.: What are the theoretical underpinnings 
for a radical analysis o f  ‘the ecological 
crisis’?
Prof. Chesneaux:
The nature o f  the crisis can be under­
stood within the theory o f  the contra­
dictions o f capitalist society. But we 
need to go beyond Marx’s writings.
Marx did write in Vol. 1 o f  CAPITAL  
that capitalism  is progress in the art o f  
destroying the worker and im poverish­
ing the land, that capitalism exhausts 
both land and worker, the basic sources 
o f  wealth. But Marx didn't dw ell on or 
emnhasise this problem . Why? Partly 
because eighteenth and nineteenth cent­
ury thought had stressed the dom inat­
ion o f man over nature and the idea that 
there was an unlim ited supply o f nature 
at man's disposal. Partly because it was­
n ’t necessary in Marx’s tim e to  explore 
the way capitalism exhausted and ex ­
ploited the land. Emphasis was on expl­
oitation o f workers. Marxist thinking in 
the late nineteenth and early tw entieth  
centuries therefore developed in a dis­
torted way. It saw a m echanical relat­
ionship betw een the three levels o f  soc­
ial life, the productive forces, the m ode  
o f production and the ideological super­
structure, and emphasised the irresistible 
pow er o f the productive forces. This 
led to a fetishism  for unlim ited growth, 
obvious in the practice o f  the USSR and 
post-Soviet socialist states. USSR rivers 
are just as polluted as Am erican rivers 
because o f concern with growth as an 
end in itself rather than w ith selective  
growth. The Franch Com m unist Party 
is also im bued with this productivist 
m entality, this insistence on freedom  
o f  expansion for productive forces. But 
we must now  see the relationship b et­
ween productive forces and socialist 
econom ics in a different way -- the rel­
ationship betw een man and nature 
should be seen as dialectical, rather than 
as one o f dom inance.
L.S.: Do we need a ‘new socialism ’?
Prof. Chesneaux:
T here’s a new  contradiction today in 
capitalism . It cannot survive w ithou t  
expansion. But resources are finite. 
Therefore unlim ited growth is not only
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unnecessary but harmful. So a defin it­
ion  o f  socialism  more appropriate to  
our tim e w ould stress that co llective  
control o f  the means o f production is 
not enough. We need a society  where 
man can control his ow n future. This 
obviously requires the abolition  o f  priv­
ate profit. But that’s not enough. We 
must have a society o f  selected growth  
which assesses ‘progress' in the light o f  
available resources. This differs from  
the technocratic concept o f  zero growth, 
in which the rich are OK, but the poor 
lose out. China has attem pted to  see 
things d ifferently. Social needs are not 
seen in terms o f individual advantage. 
There is collective use o f TV, collective  
means o f  transportation, etc. and noth­
ing is left unused. Have a look  at the 
Chinese delegate’s statem ent to  the 
Stockholm  environm ental conference.
L.S.: What future developm ents are likely  
in the ecology m ovem ent?
Prof. Chesneaux:
E cology as a m ovem ent is part o f  the 
political struggle against capitalism . It 
is a ‘p eo p le’s issue’ rather than a work­
ing class or m iddle class issue. It must 
com bine with other crisis areas o f  soc­
iety  which are in acute struggle -  w om ­
en, aborigines, workers. Overlap o f  iss­
ues is im portant and makes the m ove­
m ent m ore dynam ic and pow erful. We 
m ust explore the potential links with  
the working class, counter-culture, peace
m ovem ents, etc.
L.S.: What relationship to , and relevance for, 
the poor countries does the ecology  
m ovem ent have?
Prof. Chesneaux:
Our working class is certainly privileged 
relative to  the working class o f  Asia and 
Africa. The fight against pollution  at 
hom e may lead to a shifting o f  the bur­
den to  the exploited , under-developed  
countries. Polluting factories, for exam ­
ple, may be shifted from  Europe and 
the US to  poor nations where there’s 
less awareness o f  the dangers and less 
organised resistance. This is a serious 
problem . But we can't be defeatist, we 
can’t slow  dow n the struggle for ‘strat­
egic’ reasons. We must fight, but be 
prepared for such consequences and 
act accordingly. The m ore progress is 
made in the west in the ecology strug­
gle the m ore urgent is the need for co ­
operation w ith revolutionary m ove­
m ents in Asia and Africa. It's all conn­
ected. For exam ple, D ow  Chemicals 
make napalm and household chemicals. 
They are destroying nature and people
-  for profit..............
Under-developed countries will soon  
make the necessary connections bet­
ween ecology and capitalism , e.g. Mal­
aysians can observe the effects o f the 
tin industry on  their earth. So pollu t­
ion is not just a problem  for the rich. 
It’s a world-wide problem .
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gulag
arch
nog medvedev
No one  has b e t te r  credentials  to m ake a critique  o f  S olzhenitsyn and  his book  
‘The Gulag A rchipelago’ th a n  Roy Medvedev. Himself a courageous dissident 
within the  Soviet Union, Medvedev is an historian  and au th o r  o f  the b o o k  ‘Let 
History Ju d g e ’. It was following effo rts  to  have this work on  Stalin published  in 
th e  Soviet Union tha t  Medvedev was expelled from the C om m unis t  Party in 1969. 
Medvedev was expelled from  the  C om m unis t  Party in 1969. He has been w ith ou t  
p e rm anen t  e m p lo y m en t  since 1971.
This article, transla ted  by T am ara D eutscher, is repr in ted  from  New Left Review 
No. 85.
In this article I shall try  to  provide an 
evaluation of Solzhenitsyn’s new book.
The assessment can only be a brief and pre­
liminary one -- not merely because ‘Gulag 
Archipelago’ is only the first of three or 
four volumes of a single work, bu t also be­
cause even by itself it is too  considerable to  
be adequately appraised straightaway. The 
book is full of frightening facts: it would 
be difficult to  grasp even a much smaller 
number of them  imm ediately. Solzhenitsyn 
describes in concrete detail the tragic fate 
of hundreds of people, destinies both  ex­
traordinary and yet typical o f what has be­
fallen us in the past decades. His book con­
tains many reflections and observations tha t 
are profound and truthful, and others which 
may not be correct, bu t are nevertheless al­
ways born from the m onstrous sufferings of 
millions of people, in an agony unique in 
the age-old history of our nation. No man 
who left tha t terrible Archipelago was the 
same as he who entered it, either in body 
and health or in ideas about life and people. 
I believe tha t no-one who has read this book 
will remain the same person as he was when 
he opened its first pages. There is nothing in 
Russian or world literature in this respect 
which I can compare with Solzhenitsyn’s 
work.
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A certain I. Soloviev has w ritten in 
‘Pravda’ (14/1/1974) tha t Solzhenitsyn’s 
facts are unreliable, fancies of a morbid im­
agination or mere cynical falsifications.
This, of course, is not so. I cannot agree with 
some of Solzhenitsyn’s judgments or con­
clusions. But it must be firmly stated that 
all the main facts in his book, and especially 
all the details of the life and torm ent of 
those who were imprisoned, from the time 
of their arrest to  tha t o f their death (or in 
rarer cases, their release) are perfectly corr­
ect. Of course, in an ‘artistic investigation’ 
on such a huge scale, based not only on the 
impressions of the author himself bu t also 
on stories told (and retold) by more than 
two hundred form er prisoners, some inacc­
uracies are inevitable, particularly as Sol- 
zhenitsyn^had to  write his book in com ­
plete secrecy, with no possibility of dis­
cussing it before publication even with 
many of his close friends. But the num ber 
of these errors is very small in a work of 
such weight. My own calculation, for ex­
ample, of the scale of the deportations 
from  Leningrad after the murder of Kirov 
in 1934-35 is lower than tha t o f Solzhen­
itsyn. Tens o f thousands of people were 
deported, bu t not actually a quarter of 
the population of a city of 2,000,000.
Yet I do not possess exact figures either, 
and base myself simply on fragmentary 
reports and my own impressions (I have 
lived in Leningrad for over 15 years).
It is also difficult to  believe the anonym ous 
report tha t Ordzhonikidze could talk to 
old engineers with two revolvers on his 
desk, at his right and left hand. To seize 
form er officials o f the Tsarist regime (not 
of course, all of them  but mainly function­
aries o f the judiciary or gendarmerie), the 
GPU had no need to  use random  notes of 
casual informers. Lists of such officials 
could be found in local archives and in 
published reference books. In my view, 
Solzhenitsyn exaggerates the num ber of 
peasants deported during the years of coll­
ectivisation, which he estimates at 15 mill­
ion. However, if one includes among the vic­
tims o f those years peasants who died from 
starvation in 1932-3 (in the Ukraine alone 
no t fewer than 3 to  4 million), it is possible 
to  arrive at a figure even higher than that 
suggested by Solzhenitsyn. After Stalin’s 
death, there were not ten but about a hund­
red officials of the MGB-MVD who were 
imprisoned or shot (in some cases w ithout 
an open tria l). But this was still a negligible 
num ber compared with the quantity  of crim­
inals from  the ‘security organs’ who were
left at large or even given various responsible 
posts. In 1936-7 Bukharin was no longer a 
member of the Politbureau, as Solzhenitsyn 
claims, bu t was only a candidate-member 
of the Central Committee.
But all these and a few o ther inaccuracies 
are insignificant within the  immense artistic 
investigation which Solzhenitsyn has under­
taken. On the o ther hand, there are other 
‘shortcom ings’ in the book which Solzhenit­
syn himself notes in the dedication: he did 
not see everything, did not recollect every­
thing, did no t guess everything. He writes, 
for example, about the arrest o f repatriated 
and amnestied Cossacks in the mid-1920s. 
But the campaign of mass terror against the 
Cossacks in the Don and Ural regions during 
the winter and spring of 1919 was still more 
terrible in its consequences. This campaign 
lasted ‘only’ a little  over two m onths, but 
it prolonged the Civil War with all its excess­
es for at least another year, providing the 
White Armies with dozens o f new cavalry 
regiments. Then, too , there was the shoot­
ing of 500 hostages in Petrograd which the 
‘Weekly Review’ of the Cheka mentions in
two lines ..... To describe it all, many books
are still needed; and I trust tha t they will be 
written.
If ‘Pravda’ tried to  argue tha t Solzhen­
itsyn’s facts were untrue, ‘ Literaturnaya 
Gazeta’ by contrast (16 /1 /1974) sought to 
persuade its readers tha t Solzhenitsyn’s 
book contained nothing new. This is not 
true, either. Although I have been studying 
Stalinism for over a decade, the book told 
me a great deal tha t I had no t known before. 
With the exception of form er inmates of the 
camp, Soviet readers -  even those who well 
remember the 20th and 22nd Congresses 
of the Party -  know hardly one ten th  of 
the facts recounted by Solzhenitsyn. Our 
youth, indeed, does no t know even a one 
hundredth of them .
THE QUESTION OF VLASSOV
Many of our newspaper have written 
tha t Solzhenitsyn justifies, whitewashes, 
and even lauds Vlassov’s Army. This is a del­
iberate and malignant distortion. Solzhenit­
syn writes in ‘Gulag Archipelago’ tha t the 
Vlassovites became pitiful hirelings of the 
Nazis, tha t they ‘were liable to  trial for 
treason’, th a t they took up the  enem y’s wea­
pons and fought on the front with the des - 
pair of the doom ed. Solzhenitsyn’s own batt­
ery was nearly annihilated in East Prussia
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no comparative experience from which its 
leaders could benefit. It was impossible to  
weigh up every eventuality beforehand, and 
only then take careful decisions. Events 
could be predicted at most for days or weeks 
ahead. Fundam ental decisions were made, 
and methods of revolutionary struggle ad­
opted or corrected, only in the vortex of 
events themselves. Lenin was well aware of 
this, and often repeated Napoleon’s maxim: 
‘On s'engage et puis on voit’. No revolution 
can be made w ithout taking risks -- risks of 
defeat, and risks o f error. But a revolutionary 
party is also risking a great deal if it does not 
give the signal for revolution, when a revol­
ution is possible It is no t surprising that 
Lenin and his government com m itted a ser­
ies of mistakes and miscalculations. The 
mistakes prolonged and exacerbated the 
Civil War. The miscalculations initially in­
creased the economic disarray in the count­
ry, and delayed the transition to  NEP. Len­
in’s hopes of an im m inent European revol­
ution tha t would com e to  the technical and 
cultural aid of Russia did not materialise. The 
Soviet government went too  far in restricting 
democracy in our country.
The list of such errors and miscalculations 
could be extended. But no cybernetics will 
ever be able to  prove tha t the armed uprising 
of 24 October 1917 was historically a prem­
ature action, and tha t all the future misdeeds 
of Stalin’s regime followed from this fatal 
mistake by Lenin. For after Lenin’s death 
the party still had to  choose paths explored 
by no predecessor. U nfortunately, those who 
succeeded Lenin a t the head of the party did 
not possess his wisdom, his knowledge, or 
his ability usually to  find the right solutions 
for difficult situations. They did not make 
even minimal use o f the opportunities which 
the October Revolution had created for a 
rapid advance towards a genuinely socialist 
and democratic society. Today we still re­
main far from tha t objective. Stalin not only 
did not ‘follow exactly where footsteps made 
before him led ’. Such footsteps do not exist 
in history. In fact, Stalin swiftly rejected the 
few guidelines left by Lenin in his last writ­
ings.
In conditions o f Revolution and Civil War, 
no government can dispense with forms of 
violence. But even the most objective histor­
ian would have to  say tha t already in the 
first years of Soviet power the reasonable 
limits of such violence were frequently over­
stepped. From the sum m er of 1918, a wave 
of both White and Red terror broke over
our country. A great many of these acts of 
mass violence were quite unnecessary and 
harm ful to  the logic and interest of the class 
struggle itself. Such terror merely brutalised 
both sides, prolonged the war and generated 
further superfluous violence. It is unfortuna­
tely true that in the early years of the Revol­
ution, Lenin too  used the verb ‘shoo t’ much 
more often than existing circumstances dem­
anded. Solzhenitsyn cites Lenin, w ithout ac­
tually distorting his words, bu t always with a 
disobliging com m ent. Nevertheless, would 
anyone today approve, for example, of the 
following order sent in August 1918 by Len­
in to  G. Fedorov, head of the local Soviet 
in the province of Nizhni Novgorod: ‘No 
efforts to  be spared; mass terror to  be in t­
roduced, hundreds of prostitutes who have 
intoxicated our soldiers, and form er off­
icers, etc., to  be shot and deported’.*
Deport -  yes, bu t why kill women?
Such abuses o f power m ust be regretted 
and condem ned. Yet the terror of the Civil 
War did not pre-determine the fearful terror 
of the Stalinist epoch. Lenin made not a few 
mistakes, many o f which he adm itted him ­
self. There is no doubt tha t an honest hist­
orian must take note of his errors and abuses 
of power. However, we remain convinced 
tha t the overall balance sheet o f Lenin’s act­
ivity was positive. Solzhenitsyn thinks o th ­
erwise. That is his right. In a socialist country, 
every citizen should be able to  express his 
opinions and judgments on the activity of 
any political leader.
THE EXAMPLE OF KRYLENKO
In his book Solzhenitsyn does not spare 
any of the revolutionary parties in Russia.
The SR’s (Socialist-Revolutionaries) were 
terrorists and babblers, ‘with no worthy 
leaders’. The Mensheviks were naturally only 
babblers. But it is the Bolsheviks whom 
Solzhenitsyn condems most fiercely; although 
they were able to  seize and hold power in 
Russia, in doing so they gave proof of excess­
ive and needless cruelty. Among the Bolshev­
ik leaders, Solzhenitsyn singles ou t in partic­
ular N.V. Krylenko, the Chairman of the 
Supreme Revolutionary Tribunal and Pro­
curator of the Republic, the chief prosecutor 
in the ‘show ’ trials of the first years o f the 
Soviet regime. Solzhenitsyn devotes nearly 
two whole chapters to  these trials (‘The Law
-  a Child’, ‘The Law Matures’). Krylenko’s 
name also makes a frequent appearance in 
o ther chapters.
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General Steiner -- this episode is an indisput­
able historical fact. Nearly all the ‘Vlassov- 
ites’ were sentenced to  25 years’ im prison­
m ent. They never received any am nesty and 
virtually all of them  perished in captivity and 
exile in the North., I share the view that this 
was too  harsh a penalty for most o f them .
For Stalin was far more guilty than anyone 
else in this tragedy.
Solzhenitsyn has been accused of min­
imising the evil of Nazism and the cruelty 
of Russian Tsarism. It was not Solzhenitsyn’s 
task to  provide an account of the ‘German 
Archipelago’, although he frequently cites 
Gestapo tortures and the inhuman treatm ent 
of Russian prisoners of war by the fascists. 
But Solzhenitsyn does not depart from the 
tru th , when he writes tha t Stalin unleashed 
mass repressions, deported millions of people, 
used to rtu re  and fabricated trials long before 
Hitler came to  power. Moreover all this con­
tinued in our country many years after the 
defeat o f German fascism.
Naturally, in this respect the Russian 
Tsars could hardly equal Stalin. Solzhenitsyn 
tells us a great deal about Tsarist prison and 
exile in his work, as this was a frequent to p ­
ic of conversation among the prisoners, esp­
ecially if there was an Old Bolshevik among 
them  (prisoners belonging to  the o ther soc­
ialist parties had nearly all died before the 
war). In such talks, prison and exile in the 
‘ancien regime’ seemed like a rest-home to  
those who were in camps in the 1940s. As
for the scale of repression ...... In 1937-8
Stalin’s apparatus shot or starved to  death in 
camps and prisons as many workers, peas­
ants and artisans in the course of a single 
day, as Tsarist executioners killed in a year 
at the time of the 1905 revolution and the 
reaction which followed it. There is simply 
no comparison.
I suspect that different readers will find 
tha t different chapters of Solzhenitsyn’s 
book make the most powerful impression 
on them . For me the most im portant were 
‘Blue Edgings’ (Chapter Four) and ‘The 
Supreme Penalty’ (Chapter Eleven). In these 
the author achieves an exceptional depth 
of psychological insight into the behaviour 
o f prison guards and their victims. Sol­
zhenitsyn is profounder here than Dostoy­
evsky. I do no t mean by this that Solzhenit­
syn is a greater artist than Dostoyevsky. I 
am not a specialist on literature. But it is 
clear tha t the Stalinist prisons, camps, transit 
centres and exiles tha t Solzhenitsyn traversed
a hundred years after the arrest and exile of 
Dostoyevsky, gave him ten times as many op­
portunities for study of the various forms of 
human evil as the author of ‘The House of 
the Dead’. There is no doubt th a t Solzhen­
itsyn has acquitted himself o f this task as 
only a great writer would.
‘Gulag Archipelago’ contains many pen­
etrating and accurate, although incidental, 
remarks about Stalin’s personality. Solzhen­
itsyn considers, however, that Stalin’s pers­
onal role in the historical catastrophe which 
struck our country, and even in the creation 
of the Archipelago, was so unim portant that 
many of these remarks are dropped outside 
the main text, relegated to  parentheses and 
footnotes. Thus in the footnote on the pen­
ultim ate page of the book, we read: ‘Both 
before and during my tim e in prison, I too  
used to  believe tha t Stalin was responsible 
for the disastrous course taken by the Sov­
iet State. Then Stalin died peacefully -  
and has the direction of the ship changed 
in the least? His own personal im print on 
events was merely a dreary stupidity, an 
obtuse vanity. For the rest, he simply foll­
owed where footsteps made before him 
led’.
Solzhenitsyn treats only very briefly 
in his second chapter the repressions of 
1937-8 (why give details of ‘what has al­
ready been widely described and will fre­
quently be repeated again’?) when the core 
of the party leadership, intelligentsia, off­
icers and commissars of the Red Army, and 
the m ajority of prom inent economic ad­
ministrators and Komsomol leaders, were 
liquidated in the cellars of the NKVD, and 
when the top State leadership together 
with senior ranks of the security apparatus, 
the diplomatic service, and so on, were 
violently reshuffled. Solzhenitsyn comm ents, 
again in a footnote: ‘Today the evidence of 
the Cultural Revolution in China (also 17 
years after final victory), suggests in all 
probability the operation here of a general 
law of history. Even Stalin him self now 
begins to  seem a mere blind and superficial 
instrum ent of it’.
It is difficult to  agree with such a view 
of Stalin’s role and im portance in the tragedy 
of the thirties. It would, of course, be a mis­
take to  separate the epoch of Stalinist terror 
completely from the revolutionary period 
that preceded it. There was no such precise 
or absolute boundary line either in 1937 as 
many believe, or in 1934 as Khrushchev main­
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tained, or in 1929 as Solzhenitsyn himself 
once thought, or in 1924, when Lenin died 
and the Trotskyist Opposition was broken 
up, or in 1922 when Stalin became the Gen­
eral Secretary of the Party. Yet all these 
years, and also others, marked political tu rn ­
ing points tha t were extrem ely real and 
demand special analysis,.
Obviously, there exists a continuity  bet­
ween the party  which took  power in Oct­
ober 1917 and tha t which governed the 
USSR in 1937, in 1947, in 1957, and in 
1967 when Solzhenitsyn was completing 
‘Gulag Archipelago’. But this continuity  is 
not synonymous with identity. Stalin did 
not always follow in ‘footsteps made be­
fore him ’. In the first years of the revolution 
he certainly did not always follow in Lenin’s 
foo tsteps; in fact, even then, with every step 
he led the party in another direction. Outer 
similarities marked very great inner divergen­
ces, and in some cases even polar opposites; 
and the road to  these was in no way pre­
determined by an inevitable law of history.
A deeper and more scientific analysis of 
the events discussed by Solzhenitsyn in his 
artistic investigation, will in the future in- 
controvertibly show tha t even within the 
framework of the relations between Party, 
State, and society created in Russia under 
Lenin, Stalin effected sharp turns and fun­
damental reversals, merely preserving the 
outward shell of so-called Leninist norms 
and the official vocabulary of Marxism- 
Leninism. Stalinism was in many respects 
the negation and bloody annihilation of 
Bolshevism and of all revolutionary forces 
in Russia: it was in a determ inate sense a 
genuine counter-revolution. Of course, this 
does not mean tha t the  Leninist period and 
heritage in the history of the Russian Revol­
ution should be exem pted from the most 
serious critical analysis.
It was not Solzhenitsyn’s purpose to  study 
the phenom enon of Stalinism -  its nature 
and specificity, its evolution and presupposit­
ions. For Solzhenitsyn, the  very concept of 
Stalinism is apparently non-existent, since 
Stalin merely ‘followed where footsteps 
made before him led’. In his book there is 
nothing which one might call an historical 
background.
The work begins with the chapter en tit­
led ‘Arrest’ -  a device wherewith the author 
stresses at the outset tha t he will investigate 
and describe only the world of the prisoners, 
the realm of the rejected, the secret and terr­
ible region of the archipelago, its geography, 
its structure, its social relations, its written 
and unw ritten laws, its population, its man­
ners, its customs, its potentates and subjects. 
In fact, Solzhenitsyn has no need of an his­
torical background, for his Archipelago app­
ears on the map already in 1918 and there­
after develops according to  a kind of intern­
al law of its own. This one-sidedness, occas­
ionally offset by a few very profound rem­
arks, dom inates the whole volume. Solzhen­
itsyn is, o f course, perfectly entitled to  
treat his subject in this way.
Paradoxically, however, w ithout ever 
really speaking of Stalinism and even purp­
orting to  deny its legitimacy as a concept, 
Solzhenitsyn’s artistic investigation of one 
of the main sectors of the Stalinist regime, 
helps us to  com prehend the whole criminal 
inhum anity of Stalinism as a system. Solzh­
enitsyn is not correct when he contends tha t 
this system has essentially survived to  this 
d ay ; bu t neither has it disappeared com plete­
ly from our social, political, and cultural 
life. Solzhenitsyn has dealt a very heavy 
blow to  Stalinism and neo-Stalinism with 
this book. None of us has done more in 
this respect than Solzhenitsyn.
SOLZHENITSYN AND LENIN
Even when he was a Komsomol, Solzhen­
itsyn had his doubts about the wisdom and 
honesty of Stalin. It was precisely these mis­
givings, expressed in one of his letters from 
the front, tha t led to  his arrest and convict­
ion. But at tha t tim e he still never doubted tha t ‘the great October Revolution was splen­
did and just, a victorious accomplishment of 
men anim ated by high purpose and self-sacrif­
ice’. Today, Solzhenitsyn thinks otherwise, 
both about the October Revolution and about 
Lenin.
Here we shall deal with only two accusat­
ions, from among the great num ber tha t Sol­
zhenitsyn now levels directly or indirectly 
against Lenin. Solzhenitsyn contends tha t in 
1917 Lenin was determined to  force Russia 
through a new ‘proletarian and socialist’ rev­
olution, although neither Russia nor the Russ­
ian people needed such a revolution, or were 
ready for it. He also maintains tha t Lenin mis­
used terrorist methods of struggle against his 
political opponents. It is, of course, easy to 
point to  mistakes made by a revolutionary 
50 years after the event. But the first social­
ist revolution was inevitably a leap into the 
unknown. There was no precedent for it,
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by Vlassovite fire. But Solzhenitsyn does 
no t simplify the problem of Vlassov’s troops 
and of similar form ations in the fascist army.
Among the multiple waves of Stalinist 
repression, there were for many of us one 
tha t constituted  our own special tragedy.
For Tvardovsky, for instance, this was the 
destruction o f the kulaks. His father, a 
poor and conscientious peasant, a former 
soldier in the Red Army, a defender of Soviet 
power, fell victim to  it. He was deported to  
the Urals with his whole family. Only an acc­
ident saved his so n : by tha t tim e he was al­
ready studying in an urban centre. This son 
was to  becom e our great poet. But at that 
time Tvardovsky had to  disown his father.
He was to  write about all this in his last poem 
‘In the Name of M emory’.
For my own family, it was the repressions 
of 1937-8 tha t brought tragedy upon us, for 
the purges o f those years struck especially 
at the comm anders and commissars of the 
Red Army,, My father, a divisional com m and­
er and lecturer at the Military Political Acad­
emy, was among those who were arrested 
and perished. Men like him were utterly devot­
ed to  the  Soviet State, to  the Bolshevik Party 
and to  Socialism. They were romantic heroes 
to  me as veterans o f the Civil War, and I 
never believed tha t they were ‘enemies of the 
people’.
For Solzhenitsyn, it was not his own arr­
est tha t was a profound personal tragedy, 
bu t the cruel and t rrible fate of the millions 
of Soviet prisoners of war, his contem porar­
ies, sons of October, who had in June 1941 
formed a substantial part of the cadres of our 
army. This army was routed and surrounded 
in the first days and weeks of the war because 
of Stalin’s criminal miscalculations, his inab­
ility to  prepare either the army or the country 
for war, his desertion of his post in the first 
week o f war, and his prior destruction o f ex­
perienced comm anders and commissars of 
whom there was now an acute shortage. Ab­
out 3,000,000 soldiers and officers were 
taken prisoner in this debacle, and a further
1 ,000,000 subsequently captured in the 
‘pincers’ at Vyazma, Kharkov, on the Kerch 
Peninsula and near Volkhov. Stalin’s regime 
then betrayed these soldiers a second time 
by refusing to  sign the international prison­
ers-of-war convention, depriving them  of all 
Red Cross aid and condemning them  to  
starvation in German concentration camps. 
Finally, Stalin once again betrayed those
who survived; after victory, nearly all of 
them were arrested and sent to  swell the 
population of Gulag Archipelago. Solzhen­
itsyn considers this terrible treason to  its 
own troops to  be the most odious single 
crime com m itted by the Stalinist regime ~ 
one unknown in the millenial annals of our 
nation. ‘It fe lt’, writes Solzhenitsyn, ‘tha t 
the story of these millions of Russian pris­
oners would transfix me for ever, like a pin 
through a beetle’,,
Hardly one tenth  of our prisoners joined 
Vlassov units, police sections, labor battal­
ions, or ‘volunteered’ for auxiliary brigades 
of the Wehrmacht. Most of those who did, 
genuinely hoped to  acquire food and cloth­
ing and then go over to  the Soviet army or 
join the partisans. Such hopes soon proved 
illusory: the opportunities for crossing the 
lines were too  small.
Solzhenitsyn does not justify and does 
not exalt these desperate and luckless men. 
But he pleads before the court of posterity 
the circumstances mitigating their respons­
ibility. These youngsters were often not 
quite lite ra te ; the m ajority of them were 
peasants demoralised by the defeat; in cap­
tivity they were told tha t Stalin had dis­
owned and vituperated them ; they found 
that this was tru e ; and they knew tha t what 
awaited them  was hunger and death in Ger­
man camps.
Of course, it is not possible to assent to 
everything Solzhenitsyn says. For example,
I feel no sym pathy for a certain Yuri E. -  
a Soviet officer who consciously and without 
the compulsion o f hunger went over to  the 
Nazis and became a German officer in charge 
of an Intelligence training centre. From Sol­
zhenitsyn’s account, it is clear tha t this man 
returned to  the Soviet Army only because 
of the complete rou t of the Germans and 
not because he was drawn to  his hom eland; 
he banked on revealing ‘German secrets’, in 
other words securing a transfer from  the 
German Intelligence to  the Soviet MGB.
The same figure was apparently also con­
vinced that a new war between the USSR 
and the Allies would soon break ou t after 
the defeat of Germany, in which the Red 
Army would be swiftly defeated.
As for the violent battle which was fought 
near Prague between major Vlassovite units 
and German troops commanded by the SS
30 A U S T R A L I A N  L E F T  R E V  IE W  - O C T O B E  R 1 97 4
Of course, it can be pointed out tha t the 
first years of Soviet power were the  tim e of 
the most desperate struggle of the Soviet 
Republic for its very survival. If Revolution 
and Soviet power were necessary, then they 
had to  be defended against numerous and 
merciless foes; and this could not have 
been accomplished w ithout revolutionary- 
military tribunals and the Cheka. But even 
bearing all this in mind, it is impossible to  
shut one’s eyes to  the fact tha t many of 
the sentences meted ou t in ‘court’ and out 
of court were unjust or senselessly brutal, 
and that many extraneous, stupid and mal­
evolent elements were active in the Cheka 
and in the tribunals. Krylenko soon became 
one of the main ‘directors’ of this repress­
ion, playing a role similar to  tha t of the Jac­
obin tribune Couthon, who sent to  the 
guillotine no t only Royalists, but also sim­
ple old women o f 70 and young girls of 18, 
revolutionaries discontented with Robes­
pierre, and the em inent chemist Lavoisier 
(who requested tim e to  com plete an imp­
ortant series of experim ents before his exec­
ution -  ‘We do not need scientists’, replied 
Couthon).
Of course, Krylenko was not an isolated 
exception within the ranks o f the Bolshev­
iks. But neither were all the leaders of that 
party like him. U nfortunately, however, it 
is not only the most honest and courageous 
men of their time who become revolution­
aries. A revolution, especially during its 
ascent, also attracts people who are resent­
ful, vain, ambitious, self-seeking, men of 
cold hearts and unclean hands, as well as 
many stupid and obtuse fanatics capable 
of anything. But all this is no reason to  con­
demn every revolution and every revolution­
ary.
Something else has also to  be considered. 
For the Russian revolutionaries, their great­
est test proved to  be neither imprisonment 
nor exile in Siberia, neither reckless attack 
under fire from White Guards’ machine- 
guns, nor hunger and cold, bu t power and 
especially the practically unlimited power 
of the first phase of the Soviet regime. It 
has long been known tha t power corrupts 
and depraves even some of the best o f men.
It must be adm itted with sadness tha t very 
many Bolsheviks did not withstand the ord­
eal of power. Long before their own destruct­
ion in the grinding machine o f Stalinist per­
secutions, the same people participated in 
many acts o f cruel repression against others, 
which in m ost cases were unjust, gratuitous
and harm ful. But it in no way follows from 
this tha t these Bolsheviks were equally 
unjust or cruel, or insensitive to  human suff­
ering, before the Revolution — indeed tha t 
they had not been inspired by the best of 
motives and by the highest of aims and id­
eals.
Solzhenitsyn understands the corrupting 
influence o f power. He describes with u tter 
candour how, after a hard and hungry year 
as an ordinary private, deadened by drill 
and discipline, bullied by stripling officers, 
he forgot all this completely the mom ent 
he himself became a lieutenant and then a 
captain. He started to  develop a deep men­
tal gulf between himself and his subordinates; 
he understood less and less the heavy burd­
ens of existence on the front; he saw himself 
more and more as a man of a different kind 
and caste. W ithout giving it a second thought, 
he availed himself o f all the privileges accord­
ed to  officers, arrogantly addressed old and 
young alike, harassed his orderly, and was 
sometimes so harsh to  his men tha t on one 
occasion an old colonel had to  rebuke him 
during an inspection. Solzhenitsyn confesses: 
‘From the officer’s epaulettes tha t decorated 
my shoulders for a mere two years, a poison­
ous golden dust filtered into the void between 
my ribs’. Moreover, Solzhenitsyn nearly be­
came an officer in the NKVD itself: attem pts 
were made to  persuade him to  enter the 
NKVD school and had further pressure been 
applied, he would have consented. Recalling 
his career as an officer, he makes the merci­
less adm ission: ‘I though4 of myself as a 
selfless and disinterested person. Yet I had 
meanwhile become a ready-made hangman.
Had I gone to  school in the NKVD under 
Yezhov, I would have been fully-fledged 
under Beria’.
If Solzhenitsyn changed so much during 
his two years as a junior officer, then what 
is likely to  have happened to  Krylenko — 
who in an even shorter period of tim e rose, 
so to  speak, from ensign to  supreme comm­
and in the Russian army and then became 
President of the Supreme Revolutionary 
Tribunal, Deputy Commissar for Justice 
and Chief Procurator of the RSFSR? Although 
Krylenko had finished two academic courses 
before the Revolution, so much accum ulated 
power made him drunk and stupid beyond 
recognition.
‘It seems’, Solzhenitsyn writes, ‘tha t evil 
has its own threshold of magnitude too. A 
man may balance and toss between good and
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evil all his life, slip down, let go, lift himself 
up again, repent, then fall into darkness once 
more -- but as long as he has not crossed a 
critical threshold of evil, he may yet redeem 
himself, there is still hope for him. But when 
the baseness of his misdeeds or the absolute­
ness o f his power reaches a certain point, he 
suddenly crosses that threshold, and then he 
abandons hum anity. Perhaps then — there is 
no re tu rn ’.
‘Let the reader who expects to  find a 
political indictm ent here, close this book’, 
writes Solzhenitsyn elsewhere. ‘Oh, if every­
thing were so sim ple! -  if somewhere there 
were dark men cunningly plotting dark 
deeds, and it were enough to  uncover and 
destroy them . But the line that divides good 
from evil runs through every m an’s heart; 
and who would destroy part of his own
h e a r t? ..... In the lifetime of one heart this
line is always moving, now compressed by 
trium phant evil, now yielding space to  
awakening goodness. The very same man 
at different ages, in different situations, 
of his life is often a wholly different person.
At one m om ent, he may be near diabolic; 
at another near saintly. But his name does 
not change, and we attribute all his actions 
alike to  i t .’ In this profound remark, we can 
perceive at least part of the explanation for 
the drama and fall of very many Bolsheviks, 
who were by no means the smallest o f cogs 
in the early machinery of arbitrary rule, be­
fore they themselves became victims of 
Stalinist terror.
SOLZHENITSYN’S OWN PROPOSALS
But if power corrupts and depraves men, 
if politics is, as Solzhenitsyn believes, ‘not 
even a form of science -- but an empirical 
field, which cannot be defined by m athem ­
atical formula, subject to  human egoism 
and blind passion’, if all professional pol­
iticians are no more than ‘carbuncles on 
the neck of society preventing the free 
movement of its head and arms’, then what 
should we strive for, how can we build a 
just hum an comm unity?
Solzhenitsyn deals with these questions 
only incidentally, in parenthetic remarks, 
which are not explained or developed in det­
ail. But it is clear from these brief com m ents 
tha t Solzhenitsyn considers the justest form 
of society to  be one ‘headed by people who 
are capable of rationally directing its act­
ivities’. For Solzhenitsyn, such people are
in the first instance technicians and scient­
ists (workers, in Sc n itsyn’s view, only 
as assistants to  tecnmcians in industry).
But who would assume the moral leader­
ship of such a society? His reflections 
make it clear tha t for him it is not a polit­
ical doctrine, bu t only religion tha t can 
fulfil this moral function. Belief in God is 
the sole moral bulwark of hum anity, and 
deeply religious people alone bore well -  
better than all others -  the sufferings of 
Stalin’s camps and prisons.
But such thoughts are a surrender to 
Utopia, and they are not even very original. 
Solzhenitsyn hits out violently against every 
sort of political falsehood. He rightly calls 
on Soviet people, and above all on Soviet 
youth, no t to  assist or collude with lies.
But it is not enough only to  convince people 
of the falsity of this or tha t political doctrine; 
it is also necessary to  show them  the truth 
elsewhere and to  convince them  of its real 
value. However, for the overwhelming major­
ity of the Soviet population, religion does 
not and cannot any longer represent such a 
tru th . The youth of this century are scarcely 
likely to  be guided by faith in God. Indeed, 
w ithout politics and political struggle, how 
could engineers and scientists ever undertake 
to  direct the affairs of a society or its econ­
omy? Moreover, even if they succeeded, 
what would prevent such a society from be­
coming a dictatorship of technocrats? If 
religion were to  gain moral dominance of 
society once more, would this not eventually 
reproduce the worst forms of theocracy?
Referring to  the repressions of 1937, 
Solzhenitsyn writes: ‘Perhaps 1937 was 
necessary , to  prove how worthless was the 
world outlook , which they vaunted, while 
they tore Russia asunder, destroying her 
bulwarks and trampling her shrines’. Sol­
zhenitsyn’s allusions, as may readily be 
guessed, is to  Marxism. But here he is mis­
taken. It was not Marxism tha t was resp­
onsible for the perversions o f Stalinism, 
and the supersession of Stalinism will in 
no way mean the collapse of Marxism, or 
of scientific socialism. Solzhenitsyn is well 
aware of the fact, which he mentions on 
another page, tha t the two-hundred-year- 
old savagery of the Inquisition, with its 
burning and torturing of heretics, was even­
tually mitigated by, among o ther things, 
religious ideology itself.
To me, at any rate, Solzhenitsyn’s ideals 
have very little appeal. I remain deeply con-
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vinced tha t in the foreseeable future our 
society will have to  be based on the unity 
of socialism and democracy, and tha t it is 
precisely the development of Marxism and 
scientific communism tha t alone can perm it 
the creation of a just human com m unity.
Technicians and researchers should have 
a greater say in our society than they enjoy 
today. But this in no way precludes a scient­
ifically organised political system. Such a 
system would involve, in particular, abolition 
of all privileges for public leaders, a rational 
lim itation of political power, self-administrat- 
ion wherever possible, increased jurisdiction 
for local authorities, separation of legislative 
executive and judicial powers, restriction of 
incumbency of political positions to  limited 
periods of tim e, full freedom of thought and 
expression (including, of course, religious 
conviction and practice), liberty of organisat­
ion and assembly for representatives of all 
political currents, free elections and equal 
rights to  put forward candidates for all pol­
itical groups and parties, and so on. Only such 
a society, free from  the exploitation of man 
by man and based on comm on ownership of 
the means of production, can ensure an unim p­
eded and comprehensive progress of all man­
kind, as well as of every individual.
So long as we have not achieved full social­
ist democracy in the USSR, the development
of our country will continue to  remain slow, 
partial and deformed, and spiritual giants like 
Solzhenitsyn will be rare. Before his arrest, 
Solzhenitsyn considered himself a Marxist. 
After the terrible experiences described with 
such implacable tru th  in ‘Gulag Archipelago’, 
Solzhenitsyn lost belief in Marxism. This is 
a m atter of his conscience and his conviction. 
Every sincere change of belief deserves resp­
ect and understanding. Solzhenitsyn did not 
deceive or betray anybody. Today he is an 
opponent of Marxism, and does no t hide the 
fact..
Marxism will not, of course, collapse 
through the loss of one of its former adher­
ents. We believe, on the contrary, Marxism 
can only benefit from polemical debate 
with an opponent like Solzhenitsyn. It is 
obviously far bette r for Marxism to  have 
adversaries like Solzhenitsyn than ‘defend­
ers’ like Mikhalkov or Chakovsky.* A ‘scien­
tific’ ideology which has to  be imposed on 
people by sheer force or the threat of force 
is worthless. Fortunately, genuine scientific 
socialism has no need of such methods.
* Sergei Mikhalkov and Alexander Chakov­
sky: leading functionaries of the  Soviet 
Writers’ Union.
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aecence
This is a translation o f  an editorial which appeared in the  Vietnam  W orkers’ 
Party  paper  NHAN DAN on  A ugust 17, 1972, on the occasion o f  th e  C onfer­
ence o f  Foreign Ministers o f  Non-Aligned Countries  held in G eorgetow n, Guyana.
An im portant international political event 
o f  profound significance has just taken place 
at the Conference o f  Foreign Ministers o f  
Non-Aligned Countries in G eorgetown, G uy­
ana. The conference, reflecting the will o f  
alm ost half the total number o f  countries in 
the world with an aggregate population o f  
over one thousand m illion, focused its dis­
cussions and adopted many resolutions on  
questions relating to  the struggle against co l­
onialism  and neo-colonialism , against the 
im perialists’ wars o f  aggression, and for peace 
and national independence. It accepted as 
full members the delegation o f  the Provision­
al Revolutionary Government o f South V iet­
nam and that o f  the Royal Government o f  
National Union of-Cambodia.
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The G eorgetown conference clearly is a 
conference o f  solidarity am ong nations, 
first o f  all the nations o f  Asia, Africa and 
Latin America struggling against US-led 
imperialism and colonialism . Since its first 
conference, held in Septem ber 1961, the 
m ovem ent o f the non-aligned countries has 
w itnessed new  steps o f developm ent both  
in the number o f  its participants and the 
content o f  its activities. Starting w ith 25  
countries, it now  has a mem bership o f  64  
countries and 6 national-liberation m ove­
m ents. The voice o f  opposition  to  imperial­
ism, colonialism  is prevailing m ore and more 
over the wrong note, with the tide o f  nation­
al independence now  surging in all continents.
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The participation o f  representatives o f  
the South  Vietnam ese resistance and those 
o f the Cambodian resistance to  the confer­
ence as titular members is an expression o f  
the warm feelings o f  other nations toward 
the just struggles o f  the Indochinese peoples.
It is a strong and precious support for our 
stand concerning a correct political solution  
to  the problem s o f V iet Nam  and the other 
countries o f  Indochina. This support is en­
couraging the three Indochinese peoples to  
persist in and step up their resistance against 
US aggression and for national salvation, till 
the com plete triumph o f  this stand.
While US imperialism  is using the "N ixon  
doctrine” and taking advantage o f  the de­
tente am ong a number o f  countries to  neg­
ate the RSV N  Provisional Revolutionary  
Government and the R oyal Governm ent o f  
National Union o f  Cambodia, this event 
reflects the cordial feelings o f  the Third World 
nations toward the just patriotic struggle o f  
the nations o f Indochina. This recognition is 
an affirm ation o f  the will o f  the Third World 
nations to take their destinies in to  their own  
hands and oppose all schem es by the US im p­
erialists to  settle international problem s with 
certain countries in disregard o f their inter­
ests and aspirations.
The m ovem ent o f  non-aligned countries 
representing the third force made its appear­
ance after the form ation in the world o f  tw o  
system s -  the socialist system  and the capital­
ist system . The Third World is made up o f  
those countries that have got rid o f  colonial­
ist rule or are carrying on their struggle, to  
achieve full national independence. These 
countries have in fact becom e a great anti­
imperialist force. The independence m ove­
m ent, developing incessantly, has becom e a 
trend o f history, which together with tw o  
other trends -- the socialist trend and the 
peace and dem ocratic trend -  form s a m ighty 
revolutionary torrent w hich is shaking imper­
ialism and colonialism  to  their very foundat­
ions. The storm  o f revolution is blow ing in 
Asia, Africa and Latin America. The centre 
o f this storm, as recognised in fact by the whole 
o f mankind, lies in V iet Nam and the other 
countries on  the Indochinese peninsula, 
which has been singled out by US imperialism
-  the international gendarme, the enem y num ­
ber one o f  all nations and the biggest exp lo it­
er and aggressor in the present-day world -  
as the main focus o f  its efforts to  check the 
national liberation m ovem ent and to  test 
its various strategies o f  neo-colonialist war.
The victories o f  the peoples o f  V iet Nam, Laos, 
and Cambodia and the defeats o f  the US agg­
ressors are playing an im portant role in acc­
elerating the m ovem ent o f national liberation  
and the m ovem ent for peace and dem ocracy, 
helping to ensure the security o f  the social­
ist countries, and weakening US imperialism.
Because o f  its position and character, the 
patriotic struggle o f  the Indochinese count­
ries has w on the sym pathy and support o f  the 
socialist countries, the working class in vari­
ous countries, the peace - independence - 
and freedom -loving nations, and progressive 
mankind.
In the global strategy US imperialism has 
been pursuing since the end o f  World War 
Two, neo-colonialism  forms an important 
part. US imperialism schem es to  replace the 
old-type colonialism  practised by the other 
imperialist countries in Asia, Africa and Lat­
in America by its ow n neo-colonialism , and 
to turn these vast regions o f the world into  
the rear area o f  the US, a spring-board and 
a ring to  encircle, contain and attack the 
socialist countries. This strategy o f  the US, 
however, is an anachronism born at a time 
when deep changes have taken place in the 
world: the socialist system  has becom e the 
factor that decides the trend o f  developm ent 
o f human society: imperialism and co lon ial­
ism, condem ned by history, is in a process 
o f crisis and disintegration; and the enslaved  
nations have risen up to win back the right 
to live in independence and freedom .
As the political representative o f  the A m ­
erican military-industrial com plex, the N ixon  
clique, the m ost reactionary and warlike 
clique o f  all headed by N ixon, is carrying out 
a new global strategy called the “N ixon d o c­
trine” . This strategy aims at using a policy  
o f equilibrium  o f  forces among the big p ow ­
ers and o f  division o f  the socialist countries, 
starting from  their main elem ents, as a shield 
which w ould give US imperialism com plete  
freedom  o f  action in checking, by means o f  
violence, the national liberation m ovem ent, 
first o f  all in hurling back the patriotic 
struggle o f  the nations on the Indochinese 
peninsula. The offensive and uprising that 
has been going on w ithou t interruption in 
South Viet Nam since March 30 is breaking 
the backbone and washing away big chunks 
o f the “V ietnam isation” strategy. The agg­
ressors have had to hurriedly re-Americanise 
the war by throwing in huge American air- 
naval forces, going far beyond the lim its o f
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a war fought according to the “ N ixon d oc­
trine” . These great material and techn ologic­
al forces and the unprecedented barbarities 
o f the US, however, have failed to stop the 
heroic fight o f  the armed forces and people 
in both  zones o f  Viet Nam. Nor can it check  
the valiant struggle o f  the resistance forces 
in Laos and Cambodia. The com plete defeat 
o f the US aggressors is inevitable.
The independence m ovem ent continues to  
rise in various countries while N ixon is leav­
ing no stone unturned to contain it. We have 
witnessed, in recent years, the emergence o f  
many independent countries: Bangla Desh, 
Sri Lanka, and many others which swell the 
ranks o f  the free nations. The G eorgetown  
conference, held in the neighbourhood o f  the 
United States, is a reflection o f this new  sit­
uation. This conference clearly em bodies a 
new trend o f  the time: the small nations are 
standing up to shape their ow n destinies in 
defiance o f  all sinister schem es by the im p­
erialists and all m anifestations o f  rightist 
opportunism  and unprincipled com prom ise.
The victory o f the national liberation  
m ovem ent and o f  the Georgetown confer­
ence means indeed the failure o f  the “ N ixon  
doctrine” . This victory should serve as a 
severe warning to those who are departing 
from the great, invincible revolutionary  
thoughts o f  the tim e, and are pitifu lly mired 
on the dark and m uddy road o f unprincip­
led com prom ise.
What is the fundam ental situation in the  
world today? Are the revolutionary forces 
repelling imperialism or is the latter ruling 
the roost? Is the world revolution on the 
upswing or is it receding? What force is dec­
iding the trend o f  developm ent o f history?  
Who is the main foe o f  the world revolution?  
On which side is revolution and which side 
counter-revolution? The answers to  those  
fundam ental questions used to be quite sim­
ple, but now  unhealthy trends have thrown  
everything into confusion and the crafty  
im perialists have also interfered to blur the 
line betw een right and wrong, betw een  
black and white.
For the Vietnam ese people and revolut­
ionaries w h o are fighting on the frontline 
o f the struggle against US aggression, for 
peace, national independence, dem ocracy  
and socialism , to clarify the above problem s 
takes on im portant significance in both  
theory and practice.
We are living in an epoch in which the 
invincible revolutionary ideas o f  marxism- 
leninism have won the hearts and minds o f  
hundreds o f m illions o f  people; scientific  
socialism has becom e a vivid reality for over 
a billion people and is deeply influencing  
the trend o f developm ent o f  history.
Our generation, for w hom  history has 
reserved uncom m on bliss, has w itnessed many 
successive revolutionary upheavals unknown  
for centuries, even tens o f  centuries. Once 
every few  years, it seems, a revolution would  
break out and achieve success, and m any new ­
ly independent countries have appeared.
We have also w itnessed the disintegration  
and collapse o f  imperialistic forces form erly  
believed to be eternally lording it over the 
world. The m yth o f  the trem endous, alm ost 
m atchless might o f US imperialism has been  
exploded. The “w onders” o f  the scientific  
and technical revolution in the US have quick­
ly shown their negative side and today the 
erroneous belief that the pow erful productive 
forces o f  US imperialism can war o f f  econom ­
ic crises and repel the revolution has been re­
jected by facts.
Those who persevere in revolution and re­
main faithful to  marxism-leninism have w it­
nessed the successive fiascos and bankrupt­
cies o f opportunistic trends o f  all hues, som e 
o f  them  having ruled the roost for som e time.
The present detente is the product o f a 
world situation which has changed: though  
having to overcom e great d ifficulties in their 
march forward, the revolutionary forces con­
tinue to  develop whereas imperialism is fac­
ing a new  period in its general crisis. An ov­
erall crisis is unfolding in the US -  the main 
bastion and the last prop o f  imperialism. The 
repeated setbacks suffered by the US every­
where, including its bitter defeats in V iet Nam, 
have turned it into a “ clay-footed  colossus” .
In the US, the masses, especially the youth , 
are demanding a change in US policy.
Genuine detente betw een the nations rests 
on respect o f the independence, sovereignty, 
unity and territorial integrity o f  all countries, 
big and small. But, for US imperialism, det­
ente is but a perfidious policy  aim ed at carry­
ing out schem es o f aggression, enslavem ent, 
subversion, and peaceful regression through  
new m ea n s , that is, the “ N ixon doctrine”.
The imperialists pursue a policy  o f  detente  
with som e big countries in order to  have a
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free hand to consolidate their forces, oppose 
the revolutionary m ovem ent in the world, 
repress the revolution in their ow n countries, 
bully the small countries and stamp out the 
national liberation m ovem ent while never 
giving up their preparations for a new  world 
war.
With regard to  the socialist countries, the 
defence o f peace and peaceful co-existence 
cannot be dissociated from  the m ovem ent 
for independence, dem ocracy and socialism  
in the world. For a country to care for its 
immediate and narrow interests while shirk­
ing its lo fty  internationalist duties not only  
is detrim ental to  the revolutionary m ove­
ment in the world, but will also bring un­
fathom able harm to  itse lf in the end. The 
vitality o f m arxism-leninism and proletarian 
internationalism  m anifests itse lf in revolut­
ionary deeds, not in em pty words. In the 
present-day world we can find many exam ­
ples proving that very seldom  do genuine 
national interests clash w ith the overall int­
erest o f  world revolution. A principled p ol­
icy o f detente w ith imperialistic countries 
must aim at consolidating and strengthening 
the revolutionary forces, isolating and divid­
ing the class enem y, and aiming the spear­
head o f the revolutionary forces at the lead­
ing imperialist warmongers. To achieve det­
ente in certain concrete conditions in order 
to push forward the offensive o f the revol­
utionary forces is correct; but in order to  
serve on e’s narrow national interests, one 
is to  help the m ost reactionary forces stave 
o ff dangerous blow s, one is indeed throwing 
a life-buoy to  a drowning pirate: this is 
a harmful com prom ise advantageous to the 
enem y, and disadvantageous to  the revolut­
ion.
The struggle aim ed at solving this quest­
ion: “which will win -  socialism  or capital­
ism ” in the period o f  transition from  cap­
italism to socialism  on a world scale is long, 
difficult and com plex, diverse in form  and 
content and in concrete steps. This is a 
struggle that is both  violent and non-violent, 
one that is at the same tim e military, p olit­
ical, econom ic and ideological. The revolut­
ionary waves that are surging up are precise­
ly parts o f the process o f  developm ent o f  
this transitional period. To defend peace, 
prevent a world war and w ithout yielding 
on questions o f  principle, accept those ind­
ispensable com prom ises aim ed at increasing
the m asses’ revolutionary potentialities -  
such is a truly revolutionary policy.
We hold that the consolidation and streng­
thening o f the socialist forces is an im portant 
historical task. In the world, a great many 
countries still have to bring their liberation  
struggle to  com pletion  and hundreds o f  mill­
ions o f workers must still be freed from  serv­
itude.
The existence and developm ent o f  the 
world socialist system  is the factor deciding 
the trend o f  developm ent o f history; but this 
trend can only materialise through the unrel­
enting revolutionary struggle o f thousands 
of m illions o f  people.
R evolution in any one country is part and 
parcel o f the world revolution and the revol­
utions in various countries im pel and support 
one another.
The triumph o f the revolution in one coun­
try does not mean the end but is only the 
beginning o f  the thousand-league road leading 
to vorld com m unism . Socialism  and com m un­
ism are a thousand tim es finer than feudalism  
and capitalism . Proletarian internationalism  
towers above bourgeois nationalism  and nation­
al egoism . The revolution is a path strewn 
with fragrant flowers. Opportunism is a fetid  
quagmire. We com m unists must persevere in 
the revolution and not com prom ise with our 
adversaries. Led by our Party, our people 
have been fighting for decades, successively 
opposing three truculent imperialisms and 
their reactionary lackeys. Hundreds o f  thous­
ands o f  our comrades and fellow -countrym en  
have laid dow n their lives for national indep­
endence and freedom , for the em ancipation  
o f the working class and o f the oppressed  
peoples in the world. We firmly maintain our 
marxist-leninist stand, which is also that o f  
patriotism  and proletarian internationalism.
We fight perseveringly, unyielding and uncom ­
promisingly. The battles now  going on in 
Quang Tri province stand out as a new  epic.
Our people in both  the South and the North  
are fighting w ith m iraculous strength. The 
awesom e air and naval power o f the US im p­
erialists has failed to get the better o f  our 
people; on the contrary their aggressive will 
is being crushed by the latter’s strength..
We are resolved to persist in our revolut­
ionary effort in order to  build a peaceful, 
unified, independent, dem ocratic and pros­
perous Viet Nam.
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The Italian nation came out of the First 
World war in dire econom ic straits. In 1915  
the country was still backward industrially, 
agricultural production was still all-im port­
ant to  the econom y, and it had been ill- 
prepared for the enorm ous expense o f fight­
ing a war. During the war years, state ex p ­
enditure had risen enorm ously from  2 ,287  
m illion to  30 ,85 7  million lire per annum. 
Sim ultaneously, the mobilisation o f vast 
numbers o f peasants had resulted in drast­
ic falls in agricultural production and co n ­
sequently in national incom e from that 
im portant sector. In 1915-19, the grain 
crop had fallen from  52 to 46  million
This is the first instalment of a two-part art­
icle which will be concluded in our next issue. 
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quintals; the maize crop from  25  to  22  
m illion quintals, and the beet sugar crop 
from 21 to  15 million quintals. (1) In 
1919 the result was, as one post-war 
prime minister, G iolitti, put it, that "the 
public debt had risen from  13 to  94  bill­
ions", and there was an annual deficit o f  
four thousand m illion lire. (2) If im m ed­
iate steps o f extrem e urgency were not 
taken, this would conduct the country to  
ruination. He concluded that the Italians 
would have to  pay their debts them selves, 
or make their country ever-more indebted  
to countries like the United States.
Most Italians had suffered econom ically  
from the war. The rapid increase in State 
expenditure had created corresponding 
inflation. While their m oney bought less, 
the cost of living index had risen from  100  
in 1914 to 248  in 1918. (3) Wages had not 
risen com m ensurately. Even what m oney  
there was did not mean corresponding
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food to  buy, and on occasions the staple, 
bread and pasta, ran ou t com pletely. (4)
The result was a populace made poorer by 
the war and less in a position to  pay any 
national debts than it had been in 1915.
The working class had been subjected  
to martial discipline in the factories during 
the war to ensure that production was un­
impaired. In cities like Turin, this meant 
that a traditionally m ilitant working class 
was obliged to forego practically all its 
claims for im provem ents in its conditions 
precisely at a tim e when they were m ost 
needed to  o ffse t increases in prices. Strikes 
were illegal and the unions, who were led 
by reformists, many o f whom  favoured the 
war effort, could do little to  defend the  
workers' interests. Even organisations like 
the metalworkers' com m issioni interne 
(shop com m ittees) feared to protest about 
conditions to  the military delegates who 
ran the factories, as the slightest suggestion  
of independence could mean the withdrawal 
of a man from  inclusion on the list of res­
erved occupations, and dispatch to  the 
front. (5) The result was a working class 
boiling with resentm ent, which som etim es 
exploded in rebellion, when, for exam ple, 
the bread ran ou t in Turin in August 1917. 
Like Gramsci, the workers believed that the 
bourgeoisie was responsible for the war and 
the miseries it had brought upon them  nd 
was determined that it would pay. (6). 11 
Turin, in particular, it was very m ilitant, and 
the local authorities were fearful that its 
resentment would spill over into rebellion.
The only class in the com m unity which 
had benefited from the war had been the 
capitalist class, both in banking and industry. 
There had been a hothouse growth in industry 
because o f the need for war material. The 
production o f cars had gone from 9 ,20 0  
units in 1914  to  2 0 ,0 0 0  in 1918 and the pro­
duction o f aeroplanes from  606  in 1915  to  
14,820  in 1918. The profits in the autom o­
bile industry had increased from  8 .2 0  per 
cent to  30.51 per cent in tw o years and the 
value of fixed  capital from  17 m illion lire 
in 1914 to  2 0 0  m illion in 1919. (7) Vast 
fortunes had been made in industry, and 
much had been made by the speculation of 
war profiteers, the pesce cani, whom  Gramsci 
attacked so often  in 'Sotto  la Mole' in 1916-7. 
To extend and consolidate their interests, 
the capitalist class had strengthened the links 
between them selves and engaged in mergers 
throughout the war. But they too  faced the 
post-war period ill-prepared to  pay national
debts. Their plant was old and out-of-date, 
and it had to  be reconverted to  peace-time 
production, profits were bound to  fall, and 
the industries which could not survive ex ­
cept in the hot house conditions o f war 
would have to be scrapped. To modernise, 
the capitalists needed huge investm ents of 
capital. The steel and heavy machine indust­
ries were particularly affected by this prob­
lem. (8) None were prepared to  tolerate 
industrial trouble. So, while the attitude of 
the governm ent was that Italy should pay her 
debts herself, the mass o f the people could  
not, and would not, do so, and the capitalist 
class would not do so.
In the last year o f the war, the commiss- 
ione interna had becom e the primary organ­
isation through which the Turin metal work­
ers expressed their resentm ent at the condit­
ions the "capitalists' war had brought them  to. 
In April 1918 , it w ai agreed by the FIOM 
and the A utom obile Consortium that the 
com m issione interna would decide disputes 
over piece-work rates in certain cases, and 
the leaders of the factory organisations 
spoke together with the union leaders to  ex ­
plain this to  the masses. (9) In November
1918, Emilio Colom bino, a leading Turin 
trade unionist, stated to  the National Con­
ference o f the FIOM that the com m issione  
interna had a leading role to  play in d ef­
ending workers' interests. (10) As soon as 
the war was ended the FIOM secured the 
owners' acceptance o f the right o f the 
com m issione interna to  exist in all m etall­
urgical works. The com m issioni them selves 
considered the owners' proposals before 
FIOM accepted them . In March 1919 , the 
agreement was im plem ented throughout 
the industry.
At the beginning o f 1918, these com m ­
issioni were little different from the co ll­
aborationist organisations which they had 
been before the war, when the owners used 
them  to resolve labor disputes in the inter­
ests of maintaining production, and the union  
leaders looked on them  as transmission belts 
keeping them  in touch first with the organ­
ised workers, and then with the unorganised. 
The union leaders selected their members 
from among union members only. (11) On 
the w hole, both sides, capitalist and unionist, 
saw them as a means o f sm oothing over d iff­
iculties o f a minor nature, and regarded m att­
ers o f substance as som ething to be decided  
at a higher level in negotiations betw een their 
respective bureaucracies.
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What must be grasped is that the nature 
of the com m issione interna was changing 
throughout 1918  as a result o f the real press­
ures placed on the working class econom ic­
ally and socially, and because o f the inability 
of their own union leaders to  defend their 
interests successfully. This change implied a 
critique of traditional trade union m ethods 
including the role in the m ovem ent o f the 
grass roots workers' organisations and o f the 
existing trade union leadership.
The union leaders' attitude towards the 
masses was summed up in a speech made by 
Bruno Buozzi in 1916 in which he stated  
that the trade union organiser "m ust see 
higher and further than the masses" and 
som etim es use any means to get the masses 
to do what they did not want. (12) It was 
innately elitist, dividing the trade union  
m ovem ent into those who were capable of 
knowing the true interests o f the workers 
and those who were not. It had as a coroll­
ary a bitter resentm ent o f any attem pt to  
poach on its preserves, or to  challenge its 
m ethods. (13).
Their elitism  was reflected in the lack 
of popular participation in the central org­
anisations of the labor m ovem ent.
"A tiny minority o f members take 
part in the life of the Leagues and 
Camera del Lavoro; the majority 
is regularly absent, though this does 
not preclude its intervening at dec­
isive m om ent with a vote which 
displays a lack of th o u g h t .... o f  
men who are not responsible for 
their a c t s ........The leaders ac­
quire an authority and importance 
which they should not have acc­
ording to the egalitarian and ess­
entially dem ocratic spirit o f those 
organisations. The leaders make 
decisions, much, much to o  often , 
when they should be purely and 
sim ply executive and administrat­
ive officers."
w rote Gramsci in October 1918. (14)
The oligarchy o f trade union leaders was 
quite com placent about this state o f aff­
airs. In February 1918, at a local union con ­
ference, Emilio Colom bino com plim ented  
him self and his fellow  reformists with a 
report about the good relationships the 
FIOM had maintained with the bosses in 
the factories and remarked upon the favour­
able financial balance of the union.
The militants from the factories did not 
feel the same. After hearing Colom bino's 
speech, Maurizio Garino, an anarchist of 
long standing and a member o f the "rigids"
"attacked the report o f Colom bino  
which was, according to  him, too  
mild, stating that it was tim e to fin­
ish with the bourgeoisie, with the 
industrialists, and that the m om ent 
was right to  act revolutionarily."
The union leaders' reply was to hold a 
tiny assem bly, as was com m on, and re­
placed the "rigids" by a firm ly reformist 
leadership comprised o f Bruno Buozzi,
Mario Guarnieri, Gino Castagno and Alessan­
dro Uberti. The rigids, Garino, Fassone,
Boero and Parodi, were in a tiny m inority 
for the rest o f the year. (15)
As far as the reformists were concerned, 
they were proud o f their reformism, like 
Buozzi, who stated late in 1918: "I am not 
ashamed o f being a reformist -- nor a coward 
about it -- I've never hid it", (16) and they  
saw the com m issione interna in a reformist 
fashion, as an organisation to  be run from  
the top by them . They were not going to  
have anarchists and syndicalists challenge 
their line. They represented the workers 
and that was that. Throughout 1918  they  
frustrated several efforts o f the "rigids" and 
their anarchist and syndicalist allies to  make 
a comback in the FIOM.
They thus placed them selves com pletely  
out of touch with a w orkforce which ag­
reed less and less with their conception  of 
the com m issioni. Sym ptom atic o f the work­
ers' new attitude, which was represented 
best by the ignored m inority on the FIOM 
executive in Turin, were the letters which 
started to be published in 'Avanti' in Septem ­
ber 1918. Workers at the Farina coach build­
ers asked: "Should the com m issioni interne 
represent the working class or the union", and 
the members o f the com m issioni replied: "We 
represent the masses in the Farina plant and 
the union does not, because we were nom in­
ated by the masses and the union was not."  
(18)
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By the beginning o f 1919 the union lead­
ers were thus facing a dem ocratic upsurge 
which challenged their traditional mode of 
rule. If they were aware o f it, they dismissed 
it as the masses not knowing their best inter 
ests. In a vague and inarticulate fashion, the 
workers were groping towards a notion in 
which the com m issioni, as the organisations 
which had best survived the war, and which 
had parallels throughout Europe and in the 
Soviets in Russia, w hose revolution they  
applauded, could be used to  im pose their 
will on the em ployers. (19)
Som e, like Giovanni Boero, drew strength 
from the com m itm ent o f the PSI in December 
1918 to  the bolsheviks' m ethods and saw the 
com m issioni as potentially revolutionary 
organs. In March 191 9 , he wrote to  'Avanti' 
asking w ith characteristic blunt fervour how  
the hell the PSI was im plem enting its com m ­
itm ent to  make a revolution and suggesting 
that it concentrate on developing councils 
of workers, peasants and soldiers, and stop  
wasting m oney on electoral campaigns. (20) At 
this tim e few  would have shared his advanced 
views. Most were concerned with obtaining a 
decent wage after several years when wages 
had fallen behind price rises.
* * * * * * *
Gramsci was a stranger to  these concerns 
of the hum ble and the meek and had been 
regarded as a maverick by the working class 
leaders since his faux pas in supporting Muss­
olini in 1914 . He, to o , cordially hated som e 
of the "rigids" for the way they had treated 
him in 1914-15. (21)
However, he was not blind to the im plic­
ations o f the last year o f the war and early 
1919. His understanding o f the October rev­
olution led him to contem plate with inter­
est what was going on in the factories, both  
outside and inside Italy.
In the article 'Utopia Russia' which he 
published in July 1918 , he pointed out 
that the "war was the econom ic fact, the 
practical reality o f life which determ ined the 
emergence o f the new (Soviet) State, which
had made the dictatorship o f the proletariat 
necessary", because on the one hand it had 
concentrated power in the hands o f a tiny  
m inority, and, on the other, it had created 
a sense o f solidarity among vast numbers of 
people against that m inority which would  
not have occurred in peasant countries w ith­
out the war. (22) Before the year was out he 
was writing in alm ost exactly the same terms 
about the effects of the war on his own 
country. In November he wrote:
"Four years o f war have rapidly changed 
the econom ic and spiritual am bient. Huge 
work-forces have suddenly sprung up, 
and the violence innate in the relations 
betw een wage-earners and owners appears 
so striking that it is recognised by even
the dim m est m in d s..... The growth of
industry has been made miraculous by 
this saturation o f class violence. But the 
bourgeoisie has not been able to  avoid 
offering the exploited  a terrible practical 
lesson in revolutionary socialism . A new  
class consciousness has arisen: not only  
in the workshop, but in the trenches which  
has many conditions in com m on with that 
of the workshop .... The proletarian 
m ovem ent must absorb this mass ... must 
educate each individual who com poses it 
to  becom e permanently and organically 
united with his fellow s." (23)
To this speculation that the war com pelled  
the establishm ent o f a new state power, Gram­
sci added a renewed interest in the role of 
spontaneous workers' organisations, stim ulat­
ed by both the exam ple o f the Russian Soviets 
and the developm ent o f similar organisations 
elsewhere in Europe. His passing interest in 
these institutions dated back before the war, 
when he and Togliatti had started to  co ll­
ect material on their history and developm ent. 
(24) In either 1916  or 1917, he asked Tog­
liatti to  start collecting material on the Eng­
lish shop stewards and on the theories of 
Daniel de Leon. (25) When the Industrial 
Workers o f the World 'Liberator' appeared 
in March 1918  he started reading it both for 
the accounts o f the Bolshevik revolution  
and its leaders and for the extensive material 
on the de Leonite IWW. De Leon became of 
particular interest to  him. (26) He also be­
came au fait with the developm ents o f the
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shop stewards com m ittees in the English trade 
union m ovem ent, publishing a long article 
on their evolution in 'II Grido del Popolo on 
27 April 1918. To this article he appended  
the decisions o f the November 1916  Leeds' 
conference o f shop stewards' com m ittees.
He indicated in this article how  he under­
stood the import o f these com m ittees in 
England. They were necessary for the class 
struggle at a specific conjuncture; and im ­
plied that "the working class must win com ­
plete control over production to defend its 
interests, and must elim inate capital" and 
they w ould be the organs o f socialist con ­
trol after the revolution. They were a pro­
gression beyond the trade union, which was 
characterised by an absolute centralised  
bureaucracy, and which was corporativist 
in its practice and traditional and conserv­
ative. (27)
He put together his items o f inform at­
ion in a proposal in March 1919:
"We have seen that the Workers'
Councils are the best organisation; 
the m ost sure guarantee o f progress 
towards socialism and its realisation.
Well, let us create our own workers' 
councils, let us create our own Sov­
iets, in the limits allowed to  us."
One o f his follow ers, casting his attention  
around at the "limits" in the article entitled  
"The Dawn o f Ordine Nuovo", (28) con ­
cluded that the existing union organisations 
were to o  bureaucratised to be much use, 
while on the other hand, the com m issioni 
interne which had just been extended to  all 
metal works in Turin, offered possibilities.
In the same m onth, Gramsci and his 
friends, including Togliatti, Terracini and Tas- 
ca, w ho had returned from the war, started 
to  hold meetings aimed at the form ation of 
a new paper. Gramsci recalled "The sole fee l­
ing which united us, in our meetings, was a 
vague passion for a vague proletarian culture", 
but his other accounts indicate that there 
was already som e other basis for unity with  
the workers who attended the m eetings.(29) 
Tasca and Gramsci were both still in the 
thrall of the elitist cultural policies they had 
held in earlier years and Gramsci was, w ithou t
doubt, still influenced by "croceanism ". 
Doubtless, both Togliatti and Terracini were 
dom inated by Gramsci, because he was now  
so important in the Turin section o f the Soc­
ialist Party while they had been hors de com ­
bat for som e years. But, it is a mistake to  
think that the relationship betw een Gramsci 
and Tasca was what was significant. Rather 
it was his relationship with the workers whom  
he had got to  know since 1916  and who  
put him in touch with the working class real­
ity and the men who had tenuous contacts 
with bolshevism , for which he was so enthus­
iastic.
Aron Wizner, a Polish refugee, a revolut­
ionary socialist o f working class extraction, 
who used to  write about Russian and Polish 
events for 'II Grido del Popolo' in 1 91 8  und­
er the pseudonym s Ez-Dek and Murzyn, had 
asked one o f the people w ho attended the 
preliminary meetings o f the newspaper why  
there had been no congress o f the com m iss­
ioni interne in Italy. When a technician sugg­
ested that one o f the matters the newspaper 
should study was "the organisation o f the 
factory as a means o f production and we 
must work to make the working class and 
the party concentrate on that object" , con­
cluding that they should seek to  discover 
whether the Soviets had parallels in Italy, 
Wizner's interlocutor remembered the ques­
tion and replied: "Yes, in Turin there ex ­
ists the germ o f a workers' governm ent, of 
the Soviet, it is the com m issione interna; 
let's study this working class institution, 
let's have an enquiry, and let's study the cap­
italist factory, to o , but not as an organisat­
ion for material production in order to  have 
a specialised knowledge which we don't have; 
let's study the capitalist factory as som e­
thing the worker needs, as a political organ­
ism, as the 'national territory' o f workers' 
self-governm ent." (30).
Real concerns were impinging on the  
idealist schem es of the four leaders. Not un­
til after the paper 'Ordine Nuovo' first saw  
the light o f day on May 1 did th ey  becom e  
dom inant. Tasca, who had found the 6 00 0  
lire to  finance it, and naturally had som e 
influence, pooh-poohed the suggestion that 
they concentrate on the factory councils  
and filled the newspaper with his articles
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and editorials o f a cultural nature. Gramsci 
later described it as "......nothing but a rag­
bag anthology — a co llection  o f abstract 
cultural item s and a strong leaning towards 
nasty stories and well-intentioned w ood ­
cuts." (31)
He and Togliatti, in daily contact with  
the "rigid" leaders in factories, began to  be­
lieve that this propaganda o f Tasca's was fu t­
ile and together with Terracini plotted an 
editorial coup d'etat. This took  the form of 
publishing the article 'Democrazia operaia 
on 21 June 1919  w ithou t Tasca having any 
knowledge of it in advance. After that date, 
Gramsci and Togliatti replaced Tasca as the 
editors o f the journal and by the end o f the 
year Tasca had virtually withdrawn from  the 
journal. (32) The contents alone reveal why 
a single article represented an editorial 
coup d'etat.
It asked:
"How can the im m ense social forces 
loosed by the war be dom inated? How 
can they be disciplined and given a 
political form which has the virtue of 
developing norm ally, o f continually  
integrating itself, until it becom es 
the skeleton o f a socialist state in 
which the dictatorship o f the prol­
etariat is incarnate?
"This article is intended as a stimulus 
to  thought and action; as an invitation  
to  the best and m ost conscious work­
ers to  reflect upon this problem, and, 
each in his own sphere of com petency  
and action , to  collaborate in solving 
it, making their comrades and their 
associations concentrate their atten­
tion upon it. Only through this com m on, 
solid work o f clarification, persuasion 
and reciprocal education will be born 
the concrete action o f construction."
The article claimed that the socialist state 
already existed potentially  in the social instit­
utions o f the proletariat, and that a true 
workers' dem ocracy could be counterposed  
to the bourgeois state if these institutions 
were organised hierarchically and centrally. 
This dem ocracy would then be ready to  take 
over from the bourgeoisie.
Socialists should therefore work directly 
in the "centres o f proletarian life": the work­
shops w ith their com m issioni interne, the 
socialist clubs, and the peasant com m unities.
The main aim should be to free the com ­
missioni interne from  the lim itations imposed  
on them  by the em ployers, to  give them  new  
life and energy because they were already 
limiting capitalist power in the factories -- 
"Developed and enriched, tom orrow  they  
will becom e the organs o f the proletarian 
power which replaces capitalism in all its 
useful functions o f administration and lead­
ership ......"
The first step was to  organise a congress 
of the m ost advanced and class-conscious 
workers with the slogan: "All power in the 
workshop to the workshop com m ittees": to  
which should be linked another slogan: "All 
state power to the workers' and peasants' 
Councils."
The socialist clubs should becom e the co ­
ordinating centres for the factory councils  
in each area, and be com posed o f elected del­
egates from  all industries in the area. Thus, 
the area com m ittees o f the workers would  
becom e the "emanation o f the w hole work­
ing class" and as such able to  assume the 
power spontaneously entrusted to them , to  
maintain discipline, and, consequently, to  
bring all work in their area to  a halt.
These area com m ittees would grow into 
city-wide organisations, which would be 
controlled and disciplined by the PSI and 
the trade union federations.
Such a system  o f workers' dem ocracy  
would be a trem endous educational force, 
teaching the workers to think o f them ­
selves as a hom ogeneous group capable of  
political and administrative leadership. 
Meeting continually, the workers would  
elect all their leaders and exert influence 
on their more backward comrades "causing 
a radical transform ation in working class 
psychology, making the working class 
better prepared to exercise power, and, 
through spontaneously generated com m on  
historical experience, spreading an aware­
ness o f the rights and duties o f comrades 
and workers."
Concrete practical problems would only  
be solved in practice: "the dictatorship of 
the proletariat should stop being a mere 
phrase", the means to  attaining it should  
be actively im plem ented.
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"The dictatorship o f the proletariat 
is the creation o f a new state, which 
is typically proletarian, in which the 
institutional experiences o f the opp­
ressed class flow  together, in which 
the social life o f the working and 
peasant classes becom e strongly org­
anised and widespread. This state 
does not pop up by magic: the bol­
sheviks worked for eight months to  
spread and make their slogans concrete: 
all power to  the Soviets, and the Sov­
iets were already known to the Russian 
workers in 1905. Italian com m unists 
must treasure the Russian experience 
and save on tim e and labor: the work o f 
reconstruction will alone demand so 
much tim e and work that every act, 
every day must be directed towards it."
While Gramsci specifically indicated that 
these new organisations were not intended to  
replace the traditional organisations, and, on 
the contrary, gave the latter pride o f place in 
the m ovem ent, as the "educators", the "focus 
of faith", the "depository o f doctrine and the 
supreme power", his novel proposals im plicit­
ly attacked the PSI and the unions as they  
were, and explicitly postponed their leading 
role to  a later tim e, claiming that they could  
not afford to  open their doors im m ediately  
to an "invasion o f new members who are un­
accustom ed to  the exercise o f power and 
discipline." (33)
In the con text o f the Turin labor m ove­
m ent, his proposals could only be seen as an 
attack on what trade unionism was. Both 
Tasca, long associated with the trade unions, 
and the reformist leaders, must have seen 
the article in terms o f the speech Gramsci 
had given only days earlier at the Assem bly  
of the Turin section o f the Socialist Party.
He had then urged the local socialists to  
give up their past stupidity and concentrate 
on direct power; to  learn from  the Russian 
and Hungarian revolutions and from "the 
revolutionary experience o f the English and 
American working class masses who, through 
the practice of their factory councils, have 
begun that education in revolution and that 
change in psychology, which according to  
Karl Marx, must be considered the greatest 
sym ptom  of the incipient realisation o f 
com m unism ." (34)
Always fearful o f a challenge to  their 
authority, the reformists replied with accus­
ations that developing the com m issioni
interne would split the ranks o f the prolet­
ariat, and suggested that it was a "revolut- 
ionary-syndicalist" deviation. Despite Gram- 
sci's reply that they would in fact give a 
stronger basis to  unionism  and the PSI, the 
Turin labor leaders saw its im plicit critique of 
their practice and started the opposition  
which com pelled Gramsci down a path of 
ever increasing intransigency. On the other 
hand, Tasca, w ho had hoped that the 'Ordine 
Nuovo' would work with the unions, could  
not avoid seeing the critique o f his position  
in 'Democrazia operaia", and tacitly  ack­
nowledged the editorial coup d'etat. (35)
So the new line o f Gramsci, his friends, 
and 'Ordine Nuovo' at one and the same 
tim e brought them  into alliance with the 
workers in the factories and into opposition  
to the traditional m ethods of the union and 
socialist m ovem ent. Am ong the first and 
most ardent o f the supporters o f  Gramsci's 
theories was Giovanni Parodi, who had known 
Gramsci for som e tim e, and was on the "rigid" 
m inority in the FIOM. (36) Parodi organised 
the first factory m eetings after verbal propa­
ganda and started to  spread the ideas o f  
'Democrazia operaia; bringing Gramsci and 
his friends to  give a series o f lectures on the 
factory floor. (37) In this ceaseless contact 
with the workers, and in the mutual exchange 
of education, lay the secret o f Gramsci's 
success. Years later he wrote to  Togliatti 
that he had succeeded in linking his position  
with that of the workers by "never taking 
action w ithout first sounding ou t the opinion
of the worker in various w a y s ......so that our
actions always had an alm ost im m ediate and 
wide success, and seem ed like the interpret­
ation of a diffuse deeply felt need, never as 
the cold application o f an intellectual schem e."
(38) Som etim es he would speak three times 
in an afternoon, and his staunch follow ers 
from the Youth Federation em ulated him.
(39) Parodi said sim ply that he com pletely  
"proletarianised" him self. (40) On the other 
hand, the union officials, faced by a cadres' 
crisis due to the huge growth in union mem­
bers during the war, unused to  consulting  
the democratic mass, and preferring to  play 
a "double game" through their inefficient 
corporals, lost contact and control.
'Ordine Nuovo' and its follow ers found  
an increasingly m ilitant workforce in which 
to evolve its ideas. The cost o f living cont­
inued to rocket upwards in 1919 , going 
from 248 to 3 00 .6  from the 1914 base o f 100. 
At the same tim e, unem ploym ent figures 
rose as demobilised soldiers returned and
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hot house industry collapsed. There were tw o  
million unem ployed in November 1919. Starv­
ation threatened thousands and bread queues 
were matched by unem ployed queues. The 
workers had started striking again to  make up 
ground lost during the war and the need to  
defend them selves com pelled them  to contin­
ue. Strikes in 1919  totalled  1663  in industry 
and 208  in agriculture. Clashes betw een strik­
ers and the police were frequent. When som e 
workers were killed in a clash in Milan, the 
PSI conducted a general strike in April. This 
was accom panied and follow ed  by a strike of  
the technicians em ployed in the metal-work­
ing industry, and a general lock-out through­
out Turin which put 3 0 ,0 0 0  workers out of  
work. Such efforts by the em ployers to  
create dissension among the working class by 
penalising the w hole workforce in the indust­
ry for the strike action o f 3 0 0 0  proved a to t­
al failure. Faced by com m on problems, solid­
arity was spreading am ong the workers. This 
strike was follow ed in June and July by riots 
throughout Italy against the cost o f living.
In Emilia and Romagna, improvised soviets 
arose as a result of these riots. In Tuscany 
and the Marches one could speak of a real popular insurrection. The PSI proposed a 
further general strike for 20-21 July, after 
meeting with other European labor parties 
in England. (41)
While the wave o f unrest died down  
temporarily in other parts o f Italy after 
June, in Turin the struggle did not let up.
In August-Septem ber, the Turin workforce 
were again on strike "after long m onths of 
patient and exasperating negotiations betw ­
een the Federation and the owners resulted 
in no im provem ent in workers' conditions", 
while prices zoom ed upwards. (42)
The unrest was spontaneous and usually 
directed to  attaining im m ediate improve­
m ent in econom ic conditions. It did, how ­
ever, take on political dim ensions of great­
er and greater import. The Italian political 
leaders showed no sign o f giving Italy the 
political leadership the country needed. 
Orlando made a miserable and Italianate 
hash o f affairs at Versailles, returning with  
a humiliating peace. The bulk o f soldiers 
felt that they had been fighting for nothing. 
Rumours o f a right-wing coup to  save the 
nation spread, and the first fascist outrages 
started.
The desire am ong the workers to  resolve 
their difficulties by follow ing the Russian 
exam ple showed more and more clearly as
they flocked into the PSI, which had stated  
that it would introduce a dictatorship of  
the proletariat in Italy. Union membership  
rose from 3 2 ,0 0 0  in 1914 to 2 ,3 0 0 ,0 0 0  in 
1919, and PSI membership from 5 0 ,0 0 0  to
2 00 ,00 0 . In Turin, the membership o f the 
FIOM reached over 2 0 ,0 0 0  in 1919  and the 
Camera del Lavoro had 9 0 ,0 0 0  members in 
early 1920. Local socialist party mem ber­
ship tripled in 1919. (43)
Despite this remarkable increase in org­
anised m ilitancy, both in Italy and Turin, 
the bulk o f the increasingly militant work­
force was unorganised. It was to these un­
organised workers that Gramsci's program  
first appealed, precisely because he laid 
down none o f the exclusive demands that 
the union leaders did that all members of 
the com m issioni interne be enrolled union  
members. He m et som e opposition at grass 
roots level, and bitter opposition in the 
bureaucracy among the organised socialists, 
except in som e factories where he and his 
follow ers already had an advantage because 
of their contacts with the "rigids", like 
Parodi, Boero and Garino. Parodi, who was 
very popular and respected by both the 
workers and em ployers for his integrity, 
was m ost im portant to  Gramsci despite his 
lack o f culture. One worker recalled him as 
"the heart" o f the m ovem ent for factory  
councils, while Gramsci was "the brains".
(44) Parodi put Gramsci in touch with the  
organised workers in Fiat, where he worked.
Som e o f the fundam ental them es emerg­
ing were:
1) Capitalism tended to  atom ise the work­
ing class, w h o sold them selves as com m odit­
ies on the labor market, creating "citizen- 
individuals" and destroying all the "collect­
ive links" which constituted society. Under 
capitalism all men, and particularly wage- 
earners were terribly alienated from each 
other: "Every citizen is a gladiator, who sees 
in others enem ies to  be destroyed or to be 
subjugated to his will. All the higher links 
of solidarity and love are dissolved, from  
the artisans' corporations and classes to  rel­
igion and the fam ily. Com petition is inst­
alled as the practical foundation o f human 
association: the citizen-individual is the 
cell o f the social nebula, an uneasy and in­
organic elem ent which belongs to no org­
anism". It was precisely on this lack o f 
social cohesion and disunity and uneasiness 
that the concept of the sovereignty o f the 
law, a purely abstract concept, rested, as a
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potential deception o f popular innocence 
and good faith. This sovereignty of the law 
was an anti-social concept "because it env­
isages the 'citizen' as eternally at war with  
the State", and saw men as the eternal un­
relenting enem ies o f the State, which is 
"the living plastic body o f society" , and 
thus saw men as the enem ies o f them selves.
2) This whole tendency was counter­
vailed by the workers' tendency to organ­
ise, which was itself "the reaction o f society  
which seeks to  recom pose itself as a solid  
harm onious organ, sustained by love and 
com passion". The workers spontaneously  
opposed the "com rade" to  capitalism's 
"citizen", and expressed this in organised 
form . On the basis o f these organisations 
"begins the process of historical develop­
m ent which leads to  com m unism ". There­
fore "associating men together can and 
must be assumed to  be the essential fact
o f the proletarian revolution".
3) During the war, and especially in the 
post-war period, the real naked class op p ­
ression disguised by the rule of law had 
becom e obvious to  all, as the State had 
emerged as "arbiter o f all our destinies", 
and correspondingly, the huge, solid mass 
of workers had found new forms to ex ­
press their need to  realise them selves as 
social beings, and to  supplant the trade 
unions which they had evolved earlier as 
the expression of the working class con ­
ceived o f as "a function o f capitalist free 
enterprise", determ ined from outside the 
working class rather than from within it, 
and subject to  the laws o f the outsiders.
4) The emergence of these new organ­
isations showed the inadequacies o f both  
trade unionism  and the Socialist Party it­
self. Both had accepted the terms o f the 
capitalist state rather than acted antithet­
ically to  it. Socialists had "let them selves 
be absorbed by reality rather than dom in­
ated it". They had "believed in the perp­
etu ity o f the institutions o f the dem oc­
ratic state, in their fundamental perfect­
ion". So the "traditional institutions of 
the m ovem ent had becom e incapable of 
expressing the exuberant growth o f rev­
olutionary vitality", which Italy and the 
world was demonstrating.
"We are convinced after the revolution­
ary experience o f Russia, Hungary and
Germany, that the socialist state cannot 
continue the forms of the capitalist state, 
but is a creation which is fundam entally  
new with respect to  these, if not with 
respect to  the history o f the proletariat."
This was not an augury, or a prediction, 
since history was not 'predictable', but, 
follow ing the 'm aieutic' m ethod, it meant 
working through new organisations which  
expressed real needs to  grasp possibilities; 
in particular, working through the organ­
isations which tended to replace the cap­
italist in the adm inistration o f industry and 
thus to  make the producer truly autonom ­
ous.
"Never has there been a more fervent 
drive and revolutionary enthusiasm  in the 
proletariat o f Western Europe, but, it 
seem s to us that a lucid and exact aware­
ness o f ends desired has not been accom ­
panied by an equivalently lucid and ex ­
act awareness o f the means suitable to  
attaining that end. The masses are now  
convinced that the proletarian state is 
incarnated in a system  of workers', peas­
ants' and soldiers' councils. We have not 
yet formed a tactical conception  which  
can objectively ensure the creation of  
that state. It is therefore necessary right 
now to create a net o f proletarian instit­
utions, rooted in the consciousness of
the great mass......It is certain that today,
in present conditions o f proletarian org­
anisation, if a mass m ovem ent o f a revol­
utionary nature took  place, the results 
would be a purely formal correction of 
the dem ocratic state and would end in 
increasing the power o f the House of 
Deputies (through a Constituent Ass­
em bly) and in the assum ption o f power 
by bungling anti-com m unist socialists.
The German and Austrian experience  
should teach us som ething. The forces of 
the dem ocratic state and the capitalist 
class are still immense: we need not hide 
that capitalism is sustained especially by 
the work o f its sycophants and its lackeys, 
and the progeny o f that genius has not 
yet disappeared.
The creation of the proletarian state 
is not, in sum, a thaumaturgic act: it too  
is a construction, a process o f developm ent. 
It presupposes a preparatory work o f prop­
aganda and organisation. We must give the 
greatest power and the greatest develop­
ment to the proletarian organisations which
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already exist in the factories and see to  it 
that others emerge in the villages, and en­
sure that the men who make them  up are 
com m unists aware o f the revolutionary 
mission that the institutions must fulfil. 
Otherwise all our efforts, all the faith of  
the masses will not succeed in preventing 
the revolution ending miserably in a new  
rogues' parliament o f irresponsible ninnies, 
and making necessary new and more terr­
ible sacrifices for the advent of the prol­
etarian state."
As the theoretical expression o f work­
ers' needs and desires, these proposals did 
not call for an im m ediate revolution, but 
emphasised that the first steps in organ­
ising for that end be taken. No blueprints 
were laid dow n for the future, and it was spec­
ifically stated that problem s would be resolved 
by the workers as they came to  them . As such, 
their appeal was much wider than to  the com ­
munists w hom  Gramsci hoped would eventua­
lly becom e the leaders in the councils..
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Discussion
Unlike Michael Gurdon, I will not purport 
to be uncom m itted on the Palestinian issue —
I am unashamedly pro-Palestinian.
Initially, I must concede that, in his article 
“ Arab-Israel Conflict -- Where to from here?” 
(ALR, March/April 1974), Mr. Gurdon distin­
guishes himself as a proponent of a solution 
which essentially conforms with declared 
PLO policy.
However, I do take issue at the perspective 
from which the conclusion is drawn and un­
fortunately, the credibility of Mr. G urdon’s 
entire article is marred by his feeble attem pts 
to credit the State of Israel with some sort of 
plausible genesis and motivation. In fact, it al­
most seems as though he has throw n in the 
optim um  num ber of palliatives for those who 
may sense tha t an injustice has been done to 
the Palestinians.
Much could be said upon the in terpretat­
ion o f facts bu t it will suffice to  dem onstrate 
just a few of the fallacious propositions pre­
sented to the reader by the author.
Quote:- “ The Arab-Israeli conflict could
feasibly be traced back to  the first 
contact between Jews and Moham­
med’s legions in the seventh century .”
This is surely one of the most intriguing of 
Mr. Gurdon’s many cryptic statem ents. Just
what connection Mohammed’s legions have 
with the Arab-Israeli conflict must remain a 
mystery because he does not elaborate.
Historians tell us that the Jews were almost 
totally expelled from Palestine during Roman 
occupation. Furtherm ore, we know tha t well 
after the comm encem ent of Russian Jewish 
migration in the late 1800s there were still on­
ly 24,000 Jews domiciled in Palestine by the 
turn of the century (the total population 
then being 500,000).
Consequently, it is difficult to  see any rel­evance in an encounter between what must 
have been an insignificant minority group 
and “ M ohammed’s legions” . No doubt Moh­
ammed did command legions, but it is also 
w orthy to recall tha t Moslems were not col­
onists and it has been estimated by Glubb 
Pasha tha t no more than 25 per cent of new 
blood was introduced into Palestine as a re­
sult of the Arab invasions.
Quote:- “ the c o n flic t.....can be said to
have arisen ou t of a confusion of 
pledges made by Great Britain 
during the course of the 1914-18 
war. Because of this very con­
fusion both the Israelis and the 
Arabs can and do lay claim to 
have right and justice on their own side.”
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That these pledges were extrem ely and del­
iberately equivocal is certainly true. But tha t 
native Palestinians have to  rely upon a pledge 
given by Great Britain, even if such were ent­
irely unequivocal, in order to  justify their con­
tinued occupation of their own land is prepos­
terous in the extreme.
The writer evidently presupposes tha t “ Mr.” 
Balfour, as he was known, had both  the right 
and the authority  to  determine the destiny of 
the 700,000 Palestinians then living in Palest­
ine. Later on, Mr. Gurdon does generously 
concede -- although almost casually -  tha t the 
Arabs “ wanted Palestine simply because they 
lived there” as if such were hardly a valid en­
ough reason of itself.
Israelis may well use the Balfour Declarat­
ion as establishing their credentials, bu t Pal­
estinians do not credit the Hussein-McMahon 
Correspondence any such similar merit.
In addition to raising these irrelevancies,
Mr. Gurdon then proceeds to imply discredit 
to  the Hussein-McMahon Correspondence 
anyway by designating the Sherif Hussein as 
“ the ruler of the western part of the Arabian 
peninsula” . If Hussein was, in fact, merely such a “ ruler” then, of course, any reader of 
even average intellect would have cause to 
question the significance of Britain’s pledge 
to  this, apparently, obscure chieftain from 
rem ote Arabia. In fact, the Sherif Hussein 
was the Emir of Mecca -- the elected Sherif 
of all Sherifs (direct descendants of Moham­
med) and, consequently, the nominal leader 
o f the Moslem Arab world.
Clearly the pledge was just as sacrosanct 
as were the promises that were given to  the 
Jews, as the writer so eloquently puts it, by 
“ their God, Yahweh, and confirmed more 
recently by Balfour and the League” . How­
ever, as already indicated, none of these 
“ promises” were credible; even supposing 
tha t the League of Nations had confirmed 
God’s promise -  which it did not; and even 
supposing tha t the prophecy of return  was not fulfilled under the auspices of King Cyr­us in 538 B.C.
If, indeed, the deceitful Balfour and the 
discredited League can be equated with God, 
then there is no end to the improprieties 
tha t can be perpetrated in the name of G od!
The article then proceeds to inform us, 
in appropriately vague terms, tha t Jews had — in any case -- already made “ large land pur­
chases from  the local Palestinian inhabitants” . 
As it happens, neither of these statem ents 
are true.
Firstly, a large proportion of the land 
sold to Jews was previously owned by absen­
tee landlords from Syria and Lebanon.
Secondly, when British troops occupied 
Palestine in 1918, Jews owned two per cent 
of the total land area and even a t the term ­
ination of the Mandate in 1948, only 5.67 
per cent of the land was Jewish owned.
In terms of arable land, the figure given 
for Jewish land ownership by Chaim Weiz- 
mann in 1944 was o.73 million dunums out 
of a total of 7.6 million dunum s of cropped 
land.
Finally, to  dem onstrate the absence of 
chronological, and therefore coherent, per­
spective I would draw attention  to  the foll­
owing passage:-
“ The day following the proclamation 
of the State of Israel, the armies o f six 
Arab countries launched their offen­
sive. The Mufti of Jerusalem and other 
Arab leaders exhorted the Arab popul­
ation to leave their homes and seek 
refuge behind Arab lines.”
As to whether the Mufti, or any o ther 
Arab leaders did actually “ exhort” Palestin­
ians to leave their homes is entirely irrelev­
ant. After the savage massacre by the Irgun 
of 254 Arab men, women and children at 
Dier Yassin on April 9, 1948, it was quite 
unnecessary for any Arab leaders to exhort 
Palestinians to  flee for their lives.
In fact, some 200,000 of the 700,000 
odd Arabs, who Mr. Gurdon tells us subsequ­
ently became refugees, had left their homes 
prior to the proclamation of the State of 
Israel on May 14, 1948. This is no t surpris­
ing when we consider tha t Zionist forces 
captured Tiberius on April 18, Haifa on Ap­
ril 21, Safad on May 10, Jaffa on May 13, 
etc. In o ther words, all major centres of the 
Arab population, including the Katamon quar­
ter of Jerusalem and Acre, had already fallen 
into Jewish hands prior to the proclamation.
Clearly, therefore, the creation of Israel 
was the culmination of the enforced exodus 
of Palestinians from  their homes.
No doubt the space allotted to  correspon­
dence does not perm it me to  continue this 
critical appraisal, but suffice to  say tha t I 
feel tha t I have, w ithout recourse to  comm­
entary, exposed sufficient serious discrepan­
cies in the article to give the reader cause 
for extreme scepticism.
..............R. WHITE
Spokesman,
Friends of Palestine.
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BOOK
reviews
BRADSTOW: A STUDY OF STATUS, 
CLASS AND POWER IN A SMALL AUST­
RALIAN TOWN by R.A. Wild. Angus & 
Robertson, $11.50 (hardcover) $6.95 
(paperback).
Bradstow is the contrived name for a silver- 
tail Australian country  tow n, real name Bow- 
ral -  about 80 miles from Sydney in the heart 
of the Southern Highlands.
The author, Dr. R.A. Wild, a social anthro- 
poligist at Sydney University, spent a few 
years (1967-1970) as a participant observer 
in the to w n ; he made a virtual one-man ass­
ault upon it, gathering his inform ation from 
the local newspaper (by reading each issue 
since it began publication in 1884), observing 
the on-going life of the com m unity, forming 
friendships, gaining the confidences of cliques, 
attending meetings of formal organisations 
(Rotary, Lions, RSL, etc.), joining com m itt­
ees of selected clubs, attending all meetings 
of local government, over an 18-month period, 
and conducting surveys and interviews.
The work is liberally sprinkled with direct 
quotes from the townspeople themselves, 
the au thor’s m ethodology here reminding one 
of an academic Frank Hardy (of ‘Power with­
out Glory’ d a y s ) ..... the names being changed
to  circumvent libel actions.
The result is a detailed study o f life in a 
small country town (1635 households, 5210 
people) with an emphasis upon the inter-rel­
ationships between class, status and political 
power in the town, a study which strips bare 
any pretensions Australians may have of them ­
selves as forming part o f a classless egalitatian 
society.
Wild’s Bradstow comprises six status groups. 
On the top  are the descendants of the old gra­
zing families and those whose family fortunes 
were made out of mid-nineteenth century ind­
ustrial capitalism, Tories to  the core, enshrin­
ing the conservative values of the English rur­
al gentry, keeping mainly to  themselves and, 
naturally, voting Liberal-Country Party.
Ther. come the “ Grange-ites” , Pitt Street 
farmers, professionals and the like, wealthy 
refugees and tax dodgers from the city rat 
race, living in the best area of tow n (the 
G range)___large houses, huge lawns, ext­
ensive landscaped gardens ..... these are the 
boys and girls who make things move in 
Bradstow. A simple phone call (or letter, 
or meeting with) to  the Liberal political/ 
fat cat Public Service mates in Sydney or 
Canberra (remember the study took  place 
before 1972) and they “ move m ountains”
(or millions of bucks of real estate, or frus­
trate plans for decentralisation, re-zoning, 
etc.).
Together the Tories and the Grange-ites 
give Bradstow its political colouring .... 
right-wing, arch-conservative. It was the Tor­
ies who created the tow n, destroyed the 
bush and made pastures (planting oaks, 
beeches, sycamores, chestnuts, willows, to 
replace the wattle, gum and box); they 
regard it as their own and together with 
the Grange-ites -  who seek a place in the 
sun for their new-found wealth and influence
-  they keep it tha t way, a sort of tw entieth 
century ro tten  borough.
Their hold on the tow n is made all the 
easier by the sick political apathy of the 
“lesser” social orders who are kept in 
their place by a traditional a ttitude of def­
erence towards the upper class, a hangover 
from pioneering days when the Bradstow 
grazing families -- geographically isolated 
from the mainstream of colonial life — man­
aged to  virtually re-create a feudal system 
on the Southern Highlands.
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The next status group in Bradstow com ­
prises the local bosses, self-made wealthy 
gents sitting on piles of wealth reaped from 
commerce since World War II. These lads 
dom inate everyday affairs and local govern­
m ent and are regarded as socially unaccept­
able by the gentry and the Grange-ites.
Then come the skilled manual workers 
and the small shopkeepers, followed by the 
semi-skilled tradesmen (they comprise 40 
per cent of the tow n’s population). And 
at the bo ttom  of the heap is a tough 4 per 
cent, totally unskilled, known locally as the 
“ no-hopers” , living in rudim entary circum­
stances.
“ The house is in need of paint and 
general repairs. The floors are covered 
with linoleum, and the lights have no 
shades. The furniture is old and dilap­
idated and the curtains worn and ta t t ­
ered. The small verandah at the front 
is full of old wheels, wood chips, blocks 
of wood, chicken wire, tin cans, tools, 
old chairs, and innumerable other: 
item s.”
Wild tracks his themes of status, class and 
power through a seemingly endless proliferat­
ion o f clubs (RSL, Rotary, Lions, Bowling, 
Country), pubs, organisations (e.g. The Bush- 
fire Brigade, Boy Scouts) and flower festivals. 
What he comes up with is an em inently read­
able expose of everyday life in a very conserv­
ative, basically right-wing, Protestant (waspish) 
country tow n, isolated from the mainstream 
of society by ‘green belts’ (and few possibilit­
ies for expansion), a low population growth, 
little industry and few foreign immigrants.
Public reception of Wild’s book has been 
both interesting and sad for reviewers have 
tended to  see Bradstow as a unique comical 
“ freak” o f a town. As ‘The Bulletin’ reviewer 
(July 27) put it:
“ Fortunately Australia as a whole is 
not so stuffy and rigidly compartmen- 
ted as Bradstow.”
True, bu t maybe there is more BRAD­
STOW in Australian society than people 
think.
Now I ’ve worked in ‘Bradstow’ for three 
years, and during that time lived in a very 
small country  tow n (population 600) some 
tw enty miles away. And what I’ve seen and
heard during tha t tim e (especially since 
1972 when the federal electorate of which 
Bradstow is part -- M acarthur -- returned a 
Labor member, John Kerin, to  Canberra) 
gives me cause for alarm.
Why Labor won is a long story bu t is 
basically accounted for by the rapid expan­
sion of the industrial areas to  the North and 
East of the electorate,
The federal election campaigns of 1972 
and 1974 revealed the tensions and fears 
that lie beneath the flower festivals of 
Bradstow.
Labor Party posters blown to  pieces by 
shotguns; systematic destruction of ALP 
display m aterial; the local newspaper placed 
a prohibitive loading on advertising rates 
when it came to  Labor election m aterial; 
hospitalisation of the pregnant wife of the 
local ALP Branch secretary resulted from 
undue campaign pressures; Departm ent of 
Main Roads intim idation and harassment 
to  prevent ALP signs from going up along 
the highway; smears of an intim ate sexual 
nature circulated by local liberals against 
Kerin; Labor Party campaigners refused 
service in a local pub; an ALP activist threat­
ened with dem otion by the local BHP ent­
erprise if he d idn’t  resign from  his executive 
position in the local b ranch ; talk among the 
small farmers and orchardists near where I 
live, out where the Festival of Light move­
m ent and the League of Rights are except­
ionally strong, of forming vigilante groups 
and the necessity of taking up the gun if 
Labor won ...._and the local Liberal can­
didate (com fortable dairy farm er and local 
mayor) declared his intention  of clearing 
out for Spain (where he said some of his 
best friends have established themselves 
in baronial splendour) if Labor won.
The same sorts of tactics tha t helped 
unseat A1 Grassby, tactics tha t reek more 
than strongly of the Country Party.
The crucial thing to  realise about the 
nature of this opposition, its mealy-mouthed 
sinister ferocity, is tha t the losers cannot 
accept tha t they have lost. For in their psy­
ches they are the guardians o f the Australian 
way of life, they — the owners o f property, 
the employers, the managers -- are the trus­
tees of the nation, the best fitted  to  manage 
and control ..... they have lost what is “ right­
fully” theirs.
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Living in Bradstow country you get to  
know the intensity of opposition to  the ALP 
tha t can exist, an opposition based on ideas 
typical of this paragraph from a recent letter 
to  the local new spaper:
“ I see my Australia, of which I was once 
so proud, being destroyed into a weak, 
cringing copy of its form er self, dest­
royed from within and dependent upon 
others instead of being proud and def­
iant. I see the Labor Party’s intention 
of destroying completely any individ­
ual’s attem pt to  assert him  or herself 
as a separate iden tity .”
My point is that there are o ther Bradstows 
around the country, ou t in the rural areas, 
the political consciousness of their inhabit­
ants moulded by the Country Party and ou t­
fits like the League of Rights, where fear 
and hatred are more and more coming to 
the fore and seeking political expression.
And the further you get away from the 
large centres of population the greater the
fear and hatred seems to  get, and with that 
the greater the tendency towards right-wing 
extremism. Geographical isolation coupled 
with the hum an isolation peculiar to  farm­
ing as a work activity are conducive to  the 
scare tactics of a Doug Anthony, the hatred 
and fear of a League of Rights, the moral 
fanaticism of a Festival of Light.
I note it was the Albury Branch of the 
RSL which initiated the popular move in the 
NSW branch of tha t organisation to  estab­
lish a 100,000 strong uniform ed volunteer 
paramilitary defence force. And from the 
Western Australian Farmers’ Union the call 
for farmers to  withhold livestock from 
markets and cease paym ent o f income tax 
to  counter what was seen as the “ disinteg­
ration of the Australian quality of life” . 
(SMH, August 27).
In many ways for the left in Australia, 
Bradstow is -- and will increasingly become -  
the hurdle and frontier tha t must be over­
come and conquered.
-  ROWAN CAHILL.
1905, by Leon Trotsky, Pelican 1973, 
480 pp., $2.55.
I found Trotsky’s ‘1905’ a stimulating 
and exciting book. Packed in its pages are 
a m ultitude o f elements: the broad sweep 
of the revolutionary crisis, intim ate p o rt­
raits of figures of the times, the  psycholog­
ical dynamics causing people to  revolt, gen­
eralised theories of revolution and detailed 
scientific evidence to  back those theories.
This Pelican edition o f ‘1905’ consists 
o f a core -- 1905 itself written in 1908-9.
In addition, there are T rotsky’s polemics 
within the Russian revolutionary movement: 
“ Our Differences” -  an attack on Menshev- 
ism, and “ On the Special Features of Russ­
ia’s Historical Developm ent” -  a 1922 pol­
emic with M.N. Pokrovsky. Trotsky’s 
speech to  the Tsarist court trying the St. 
Petersburg Soviet is also included, and 
finally, a fitting end-piece to  the whole work 
is the adventurous tale of T rotsky’s exile 
to  Siberia and his subsequent escape across 
the snowfields.
Throughout the pages of the book, 
Trostky is revealed as someone whose eye 
for detail and whose “ feel” for a situation 
is remarkable whether at a dem onstration 
in the streets of St. Petersburg or in an 
Ostyak village during his escape.
He is at once a historian and a maker of 
history, a theorist and hard-working activ­
ist.
The events of 1905 are reported not in 
the dry progression o f many historians but 
in a way tha t combines both literary features 
(scraps of actual conversation, rhetorical 
flourishes and sustained im agery) and cool 
political analysis.
The events of 1905 begin on January 9 
when Father Gapon led a dem onstration 
bearing religious banners and ikons to  pet­
ition the Tsar. The Tsar’s response was to 
unleash cossacks upon the crowd -  Bloody 
Sunday. The workers responded with a wave 
of political strikes that convulsed Russia 
from one end to  the other.
There followed a contradictory period 
in which political ferm ent expanded in a
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situation combining repression and certain 
lim ited freedoms. The universities became 
islands of free debate and into their quad­
rangles flooded the proletariat. The worker- 
student solidarity is vividly described by 
Trotsky and a strikingly familiar note is 
struck -- what is it? -- o f course, the Sor- 
bonne in 1968.
In Septem ber another all-Russian wave 
of political strikes is touched off, they 
pause, draw breath and plunge into the far 
more profound revolutionary crisis in which 
the Soviets are built.
T rotsky’s activity in the events o f 1905 
was firmly based on marxism and more part­
icularly, a specific creative developm ent of 
m arxist theory -- the theory of perm anent 
revolution. The basis for this theory can be 
found in the first four chapters of ‘1905’. 
Trotsky presents the dilemma of Russia for 
marxists: the backward feudal agricultural 
system side by side with the m ost concent­
rated industrial works; the m onstrous growth 
of the  bureaucratic state which dom inated 
even the bourgeoisie and used “ modern 
technological progress in order to  retard 
the historical progress of its own co u n try ”. 
Russia was a country which defied the 
theories of dogmatic marxists who saw 
history and revolution advance in neat mech­
anical stages: feudalism -  capitalism -  soc­
ialism.
Trotsky used marxism in a creative way 
to  advance revolutionary theory about 
Russia. First, simple observation showed 
him tha t “ we have never had even a trace of 
tha t sturdy middle-class which first lived 
through centuries of self-govern.nent and 
political struggle, then, hand in hand with 
the young, as yet unformed proletariat, 
storm ed the Bastilles of feudalism” . In 
o ther words, a classic bourgeois democratic 
revolution was simply not possible in 
Russia. The belated development o f capit­
alism in Russia was totally under the dom ­
ination of advanced European finance 
capital. Technology, too, was im ported, 
like capital, and these features resulted in 
“com bined and uneven developm ent” 
(T ro tsky’s phrase). The role of the State 
in Russia naturally developed differently 
from tha t of European states which Marx 
analysed -- while it dominated the bourg­
eoisie, and initiated industries it was, of 
course, a fierce defender of the status quo.
The consequence of all this for practical 
politics was tha t there was no water-tight
division between the dem ocratic stage and 
the socialist stage of revolution -  one grew 
into the o ther in a perm anent process, in 
an uninterrupted fashion.
When the state granted even limited 
democratic freedoms under challenge from 
mass strikes of the proletariat, an inherently 
unstable situation was immediately created. 
The revolutionary dynamic unleashed imm­
ediately posed the question of power and 
of which class would lead the continuing 
struggle. Either there was a reversion to ab­
solutist state power (which occurred in 
1906) or a socialist revolution (a la 1917).
History showed the la tter road for fifty 
days in 1905: the proletariat was organised 
into a qualitatively new organisation which 
transcended the trade unions -  the workers’ 
state in em bryo, the Council o f W orkers’ 
Deputies, the Soviets. This was a “ revolut­
ionary workers’ council of self-management” 
(T rotsky).
Of central strategic im portance was this 
new creature, the Soviet; y e t while Trotsky 
gives it the im portance it deserves, his des­
cription of its origins and of the response of 
the revolutionary left of Russia leaves 
much to  be desired.
I have a small booklet entitled “ Democ­
ratic Centralism -  the Democratic Aspect”, 
subtitled “ Lenin in 1905” by Marcel 
Liebman -- it is, I think, reprinted from 
‘Monthly Review’, alas no date or source is 
given. In it is described the attitude of 
Krasin the Bolshevik representative on the 
young St. Petersburg Soviet. He demanded 
officially tha t it accept the program and 
authority  of Social-Democracy. In general, 
suspicion and distrust characterised the 
Bolshevik attitude to the Soviets. (The res­
emblance of a ttitude of m odern revolution­
ary groups is quite rem arkable: today ’s 
crude “bolshevism” is characterised by an 
expectation of passivity on the part of 
workers and people and of a manipulative 
attitude to  them).
Yet Trotsky does not m ention the 
Bolshevik’s attitude. He merely states: “ On 
10th October, at the m om ent when the 
largest of the strikes was im m inent, one 
of the two social-democratic organisations 
of Petersburg took upon itself the task of 
creating a revolutionary workers’ council of 
self-management” . Trotsky, whose early 
allegiance to  the Mensheviks is belabored
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by stalinism, does no t even give fair credit 
to  the Mensheviks.
Above all, Trotsky did grasp the revol­
utionary significance of the Soviet -- that 
it was a CLASS organisation, no t an ind­
ustry or craft organisation and tha t it began 
to organise and exercise its own authority 
counter to  the regime.
* * *
In describing this period, we have vivid 
pen-portraits such as of G apon:
“ A spinner o f fantasies on a psycho­
logical subsoil o f adventurism, a 
southerner o f sanguine tem peram ent 
with a touch of the confidence man 
about him, a total ignoramus in social 
m atters, Gapon was as little able to 
guide events as he was to  foresee them ...”
“ This m ost foul specimen of the 
Russian bureaucracy’s foul mores, 
this thievish official whom even the 
unforgettable Alexander III himself 
was obliged to  throw out with the 
energetic words ‘remove this swine’, 
this Durnovo was now brought out 
of the rubbish b in ...... ”
T rotsky’s ‘1905’ is a history w ritten by 
a literary man -  by a participant in the 
events described.
In its own way, ‘1905’ reflects the his­
torical and social milieu which gave us 
the “ great” Russian novels. It contains 
on the one canvas the sweeping vastness 
of the revolutionary tide and the personal 
observations o f a revolutionary o f central 
importance.
A very good introduction to  Trotsky 
and his style.
and of the Tsarist police chief: - D. McKNIGHT.

